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cheese • wine+beer • espresso 
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LADY PIGGY 
MEETS MISS 
GAGA... NO, WAIT! 

CELEBRITY CAMEOS ABOUND 
IN PUPPET FRANCHISE’S 
LATEST FLICK, MUPPETS 
MOST WANTED 


* 0 



*This isn’t over’: 
McCann family 

Murder case involving 
disappearance of Alberta 
seniors stayed due to lack 
of sufficient evidence 



Alison Redford 


resigns 




Alison Redford resigned as premier of Alberta late Wednesday afternoon after weeks of caucus unrest. 

JASON FRANSON/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Difficult exit. Party 
pressure forces premier 
out, effective Sunday 


Facing intense pressure from 
her party and her caucus, Pre¬ 
mier Alison Redford resigned 
Wednesday night. 

The mould-breaking pre¬ 
mier’s leadership finally 
broke under the weight of 
dissent from within her own 
party. At times appearing to 
hold back tears, Redford said 
the work of government had 
to continue, even if it had to 
do so without her. 

“Quite simply, I am not 
prepared to allow party and 
caucus infighting to get in the 
way of building a better future 
for our province,” she said. 

“I am announcing today 
that with profound optimism 
for Alberta’s future, I am re¬ 
signing as premier of Alberta 
effective this Sunday even¬ 
ing,” she said. 


Prior to announcing her re¬ 
signation, Redford pushed her 
accomplishments as premier, 
including moving the prov¬ 
ince forward. 

“I am thankful for the 
privilege of being elected on 
a mandate to build a better, 
a more modern and a more 
prosperous Alberta,” she said. 

The premier was recently 
criticized for her international 
travel, but she said that must 
continue if the province is go¬ 
ing to continue to prosper. 

“I will never apologize for 
aggressively selling Alberta to 
the world,” she said. 


Her way 


Redford had been facing 
increasing pressure from 
within her caucus, with two 
MLAs leaving and two more 
saying they were weighing 
their options. 

Edmonton MLA Steve 


Young, who said he was con¬ 
sidering leaving, noted the 
premier’s resignation would 
allow the party to continue. 

“It’s just a matter of going 
forward, recognizing all the 
good things that she did and 
working on where we go from 
here,” he said. 

St. Albert MLA Steve Khan, 
a strong supporter of the pre¬ 
mier, said he was shocked by 
her announcement, but he 
also hoped the focus could 
return to the work of govern¬ 
ment. 

“Once we get past this 
time, history I think will show 


that for the short time that 
Ahson Redford led the prov¬ 
ince, we, as a province, did 
remarkably well.” 


FOR MORE COVERAGE, TURN TO PAGE 3 


RYAN 

TUMILTY 

ryan.tumiitygmetronews.ca 


“Once we get past this time, history I think will show 
that for the short time that Alison Redford led the 
province, we, as a province, did remarkably well.” 

St. Albert MLA Steve Khan, a strong supporter of Alison Redford 



STK#4T12446 


2014 Ram 1500 
Quad Cab 4x4 SXT 






Starting From 

$ 27,498 

or finance from 


<G]R.O>V’]E 

DOOGt CIIHYSUK Stir 

200 Saint Matthews Ave 

grovedodge.com 

l-888-2,77-4712. 

Vehicle may not be exactly as illustrated. Price plus 

5% GST. Payment amortized over 96 months @ 4.29% AMVIC toSSv'SS,™'’” 

at $156/BW, COB $5010, OAC. See dealer for details. 


PULL-AHEAD 
BONUS CASH 

$iooo 

PULL-AHEAD INTO 
A NEW VEHICLE SOONER. 
EXCLUSIVE TO OUR EXISTING 
FINANCE CUSTOMERS. 































SALE STARTS THURSDAY MARCH 20 
AND ENDS SATURDAY MARCH 22 


2013 SEQUOIA LTD 

#0075178; FULLY LOADED 
WITH NAVIGATION 


2013 CAMRY 
HYBRID XLE 

#0075066 MOONROOF 
PACKAGE & NAV 


2013 COROLLA LE 

#0058630 PREMIUM PACKAGE: 
8-WAY ADJUSTABLE DRIVER SEAT, 
SMART KEY SYSTEM, BLUETOOTH 
CONTROLS, DISPLAY AUDIO W/ 
NAV _ 


2013 TUNDRA 
DOUBLE CAB LTD 4X4 

#0273379 NAVIGATION 
& LEATHER SEATS 


k/ [XTRA STAFF ON HAND 
^TO ASSIST IN YOUR 

Mruyingfxpfrifncf 


2013 SIENNA LE 

#0356433 8 PASSENGER, 
POWER SLIDING DOORS 


2013 RAV4 LTD 

#0002831 NAV & JBL PACKAGE 
LEATHER 


✓ CRFDIT 
APPROm 
ONSITF 


,-VOVOTfr 


HOUR SALE 



TOYOTA t88P WHYTE 

IT'S TOYOTA... THE WHEATON WAY I 



SHOP US ONLINE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 



Prices plus 5% GST 
All prices include 
freight, PDI & 
blockheater. 

All rebates to dealer. 


10130 - 82 Ave, EDMONTON, AB 855-387-2556 
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Timeline 


Recent troubles 
ledtoRedford’s 
resignation 

Dec. 10: Redford and an 
aide attend the memorial 
for former South African 
president Nelson Mandela 
in Johannesburg. It is 
later revealed the trip cost 
$45,000. 

Feb. 6: Confusion and 
finger-pointing over the 
Mandela trip costs con¬ 
tinue. Redford eventually 
apologizes but refuses to 
pay the money back. 

March 4: Redford reveals 
that in the last year and 
a half she has flown her 
daughter Sarah and the 
girl’s friends around on a 
government aircraft. She 
says she has repaid about 
$3,100 for the airfare. 

March 12: Redford tries 
to stem the caucus revolt 
by agreeing to pay back 
the $45,000 spent to fly to 
South Africa. 

March 13: Calgary back¬ 
bencher Len Webber says 
he’s quitting caucus to sit 
as an Independent. 



Alberta reacts after 
Redford resigns 


March 15: Redford meets 
with the PC party execu¬ 
tive behind closed doors. 

March 17: MLA Donna 
Kennedy-Glans for Cal¬ 
gary Varsity resigns her 
post and leaves the Toiy 
caucus. 

March 19: Redford calls 
a news conference in the 
legislature rotunda to 
announce she is resigning, 
saying she doesn’t want 
party politics to get in 
the way of building the 
province. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Alberta politics. 

The prime minister, 
opposition and local 
mayors respond 


LEAH 
GERMAIN 

[eah.germain@metronews.ca 

Premier Alison Redford’s dra¬ 
matic departure Wednesday 
night was met with a mix of 
kind words and political pos¬ 
turing. 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper issued a succinct 
tweet as his official response: 
“We thank Premier Red¬ 


ford for her years of service 
and her commitment to the 
people of Alberta and to Can¬ 
ada, and we wish her the best 
in whatever comes next.” 

Wildrose Leader Danielle 
Smith told a news confer¬ 
ence Redford’s move was 
probably prompted by the 
series of polls demonstrating 
her plummeting popularity, 
as well as the internal caucus 
discussion and public mus¬ 
ing about her grip on her 
party. 

“A leader has to have con¬ 
trol of that and be able to 
quell that kind of internal 
criticism or they have to go,” 
Smith said. “It’s clear she 
made the decision that she 


Keep her MLA post 


Despite resigning as premier, 
Redford plans to stay on as 
MLA for Calgary-Elbow. 


would not be able to quell 
that kind of internal criti¬ 
cism. 

“Let’s be frank — I just 
can’t imagine that there is 
any leader who is going to be 
able to fix all the problems 
of the PC party or this PC 
government... the issues are 
too deep, the sense of entitle¬ 
ment go too deep, the level 
of difficulty in the managing 
of virtually eveiy department 


is too deep.” 

Calgary’s mayor said the 
resignation came down to a 
matter of politics. 

“It’s the story of a system 
that takes someone like that, 
chews them up and spits 
them out,” said Mayor Na- 
heed Nenshi. 

Edmonton Mayor Don Ive- 
son tweeted his reaction. 

“On behalf of Edmonton¬ 
ians, thank you @Premier_ 
Redford for your service to 
the people of Alberta,” he 
wrote. 

Redford is the second Toiy 
premier to resign the job 
after holding it for less than 
five years. 

WITH FILES FROM THE CANADIAN PRESS 





Edmonton's Leading Lexus Dealership 

We service any Lexus vehicle - including warranty work - at Lexus of Edmonton. 
Our years of experience and technical expertise will be a tremendous asset to 
your service experience. 





www.lexusofedmonton.ca Conveniently located on 170 St 780-466-8300 
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Murder charges in couple’s 
2010 disappearance stayed 


Court. Travis Vader had 
been accused of killing 
Lyle and Marie McCann 


A mysterious murder case 
involving two missing Al¬ 
berta seniors is no longer 
going to trial and the law¬ 
yer representing the RC- 
MP’s only named suspect 
is blaming investigators for 
rushing to court on shoddy 
evidence. 

Lyle McCann and his 
wife, Marie, both in their 
70s, were last seen alive as 
they fuelled up their motor- 
home in St. Albert in July 
2010. Their bodies have 
never been found. 

Mounties quickly named 
Travis Vader a person of in¬ 
terest and later a suspect 
in the McCanns’ presumed 
deaths. Nearly two years 
later, he was charged with 
two counts of first-degree 


Information sought 


$ 60 K 

The McCann family is urging anyone with 
information to contact Crime Stoppers. 

A $60,000 reward for information is still 
available. 


murder. 

The Crown abruptly 
stayed the charges Wednes¬ 
day during a pre-trial hear¬ 
ing, just a few weeks before 
the case was set to go before 
a jury. 

The McCann family said 
in an emailed statement 
that “this isn’t over.” 

“Though we see this as 
a delay in our search for 
justice, our family remains 
confident that the ongoing 
investigation will lead to 
the conclusion of this mat¬ 
ter.” 

Vader’s lawyer, Brian 
Beresh, had harsh words for 


police and prosecutors. He 
said officers publicly con¬ 
demned his client without 
proper evidence and the 
Crown sped ahead with its 
prosecution, proceeding by 
direct indictment rather 
than holding a preliminary 
hearing. 

“There was not now, and 
never was, a realistic or ser¬ 
ious chance of any convic¬ 
tion,” Beresh told reporters 
outside court. 

He said the RCMP inves¬ 
tigation was extensive and 
estimated it involved hun¬ 
dreds of officers and cost 
millions of dollars. 

Greg Lepp, head of the 
province’s Crown prosecu¬ 
tion service, explained that 
his office recently received 
new evidence from the 
RCMP. He said he couldn’t 
reveal what that evidence 
was, only that prosecutors 
need time to examine it and 
can’t proceed with the trial. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



U of A hoping to ease reliance on provincial cash 



While the worst of last 
year’s budget crisis is be¬ 
hind it, the University of 
Alberta plans to focus more 
on generating its own rev¬ 
enue so the next crisis 
won’t be so bad. 

In a wide-reaching ad¬ 
dress, university president 
Indira Samarasekera told 
students and faculty that 
the institution could not 
always rely on government 


funding to grow. 

She said the financial 
crisis in 2008 was a shock, 
but one the university ig¬ 
nored. 

“We did not take 2008 as 
the real wake-up call that 
we should have,” she said. 

The province cut post¬ 
secondary funding dras¬ 
tically last year only to re¬ 
store $50 million halfway 
through. Of that funding. 


the U of A received $14 mil¬ 
lion, $6 million of which 
is being spent on areas to 
grow university revenue. 

“That money is being re¬ 
invested in order to allow 
us to move forward with 
finding a way to be less re¬ 
liant on government fund¬ 
ing,” she said. 

Petros Kusmu, president 
of the school’s student 
union, said the revenue- 


generation idea was con¬ 
cerning, but he would need 
to hear more details. 

“When 1 hear revenue 
generation, 1 am immedi¬ 
ately concerned that trans¬ 
lates into increasing tuition 
for students,” he said. _ 

RYAN TUMILTY/METRO 

For more local news 
visit metronews.ca 



























LRT. 

FOR EVERYONE. 



Great cities are national treasures. And at their hearts are their urban rail 
networks. In Paris it's the Metro. In London, the Underground. 

Most people think LRT is about taking the train. But it's more than that. 

LRT is about city-building for the future. When LRT connects distant 
neighbourhoods, it moves many thousands of people a day. And it moves 
them quicklyand efficiently—while reducing car traffic on the roads. 

Today, Alberta is the fastest growing province, and Edmonton is among 
the fastest growing cities in Canada. In fact, our population will double in 
the next 25 years. To meet the challenge, the City of Edmonton is investing 
$800 million in the new Valley Line LRT, and is planning to do more. 

Light rail is the answer to building and managing great cities. Join the 
discussion. 


LRT for everyone. 


support the build 



#yeg4LRT 


(pmonton 
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U of A. Prof heading to 
London to talk waj^ding 


The Brits will soon get a taste 
of the wa 5 Tinding work being 
done in Edmonton when a 
University of Alberta teacher 
hops the pond to speak at an 
international conference. 

Gillian Harvey, a sessional 
Visual Communications De¬ 
sign professor at the univer¬ 
sity, will talk about the way¬ 
finding work being done by 
the Edmonton Wa 5 dinding 
Project at the Information 
Design Conference 2014 on 
April 7 and 8. 

“1 feel like we’ve done a lot 
so far in the way of wayfind¬ 
ing. Hopefully (the talk) will 
raise the profile and credibil¬ 
ity of what good wa 5 dinding 
can do for Edmonton,” she 
said. 

Harvey will speak for a 
short amount of time, saying 
her talk will be “Pecha Kucha 
style” during which she will 
present on the different in¬ 
itiatives the group of Edmon¬ 
ton volunteers have done in 
the city like a recent Pedcrawl 



and a prototype wayfinding 
map. The local professor is at¬ 
tending the conference solely 
as a member of the group and 
not as a representative of the 
city. 

“It’s good to get Edmonton 
on a bigger stage and connect 
with people working in the 
industry,” she said. 

STEPHANIE DUBOIS/METRO 


$3 milMon in damages 


Condo fire ruled 
accidental 

Edmonton Fire Rescue Ser¬ 
vices have ruled last week’s 
condo complex fire at Sur¬ 
rey Gardens accidental. 

Firefighters were called 
to the scene March 12, 
after a fire began on the 
second fioor of a 24-unit 
condo complex near 180 
Street and 69 Avenue just 
after 12:30 p.m. 

Investigators beheve the 
fire began in the kitchen 
after a cooking pot was left 
unattended on the stove. 

In total, the fire af¬ 
fected 12 units, resulting 
in $3 milhon in damages. 

METRO 


Red Deer 


RCMP charge 
i8-year-oldfor 
2013 homicide 

Red Deer RCMP has 
arrested an 18-year-old fugi¬ 
tive in connection to a 2013 
homicide. 

The suspect, whose 
name can’t be released 
under the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act, was arrested 
March 13 for the Janu¬ 
ary 2013 murder of Lloyd 
Sarson. Originally slated to 
appear in court Wednesday 
afternoon, the suspect 
appeared in the morning 
and is scheduled to return 
March 25 at Red Deer’s 
Provincial Court, metro 



More public input 
on new LRT: Critics 


River Valley. 

Council votes to have 
administration prepare 
info on more public 
consultation 



STEPHANIE 

DUBOIS 

stephanie.dubois@metronews.ca 


Some members of the pubhc 
voiced the need to have more 
public input for the city’s Riv¬ 
er Valley LRT line at city hall 
Wednesday. 


Nearly a dozen members of 
the public spoke to the Trans¬ 
portation Committee about 
the need to have concerns 
with the project addressed, 
some specifically saying the 
Request For Proposal (RFP) pro¬ 
cess needs to be as open to the 
public as possible. 

“We don’t feel we have 
been served with respect. Im¬ 
pacted citizens should be part 
of the decision-maldng pro¬ 
cess,” said Marguerite Trussler, 
Connors Hill representative. 

Some called the pubhc 
consultation process in the in¬ 
itial stages “confusing,” while 
others said they were left out 


Speakers 


12 

Twelve people were scheduled to speak at 
the Transportation Committee meeting 


of discussions during the in¬ 
itial design and planning for 
the LRT. 

Paul Runner, with the Clov- 
erdale Community League, 
said the city needs to make the 
RFP pubhc “so a lot of these 
concerns are resolved.” 

Members of the committee 
said the idea of having more 


transparency as the project 
rolls ahead does have merit. 

“The more we can open it 
up, the more that it can catch 
something that we’re mis¬ 
sing,” said Coun. Ben Hender¬ 
son. 

Administration representa¬ 
tives at the meeting said a lot 
of the concerns brought for¬ 
ward by citizens have mostly 
been addressed and will be 
responded to, but that it takes 
time to collect information. 

The committee voted in 
favour of moving ahead to cre¬ 
ate a pubhc engagement plan 
on the RFP and P3 process for 
the LRT project. 



MAZDA'S 

SALES EVENT 


VISIT MAZDA.CA TODAY! 

zoom-zoom 



GT model shown 


207A Mazoas 

STARTING FROM $17,897* 
BI-WEEKLY LEASE OFFER 


$79 


at 2.49“''” APR 

for 48 months. $1,550 down. 
Taxes extra. 



**Lease offers available on approved credit for new 2014 Mazda3 GX (D4XK64AA00) with a lease APR of 2.49% and bi-weekly payments of $79 for 48 months, total lease obligation is $9,776, including $1,550 down payment. PPSA and first monthly payment due at lease inception. 20,000 km 
lease allowance per year, if exceeded, additional 8C/km applies. 25,000 km leases available. Offered leasing available to retail customers only. As shown, price for 2014 Mazda3 GT (D4TL84AA00) is $27,857. All prices include block heater, freight & PDI of $1,695. PPSA, licence, insurance, taxes, 
down payment and other dealer charges are extra and may be required at the time of purchase. Dealer may sell/lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary on certain vehicles. Lease and Finance on approved credit for qualified customers only. Offers valid Mar 1 - 31, 2014. Prices 
and rates subject to change without notice. Visit mazda.ca or see your dealer for details. A2014 Mazda3 has a higher residual value than any other vehicle in the compact car segment according to ALG. ALG is the industry benchmark for residual values and depreciation data, www.alg.com. 




































jhe ultimate 

9iN PRE-OWNED CERTIHEDj 


VWWV.LEXUSSOUTHPOINTE.COM 




2011 Lexus GX 460 Premium 

Auto Icathcf sunroof navigation low kms 
# L40024aA 


2013 Lexus RX350AWD 

Auto, leather, navigation, Tbunng Package, 
only S.OOOkms Grey in Colour. L400124A 


only 


<55.8501 only >49.850 


2013 Lexus ES350 

Auto, leather, sunroof, only 1 lOOOkms 
LUF075 

only ^34,850 


2009 Lexus GS450H 

Ultra premium auto leatKef sunroof 
navigation low krm only ODOGS^A 

only <28.850 


2010 Lexus RX3S0 AWD Touring Package 


Auto lealhef sunroof navigation low kms 
1400422A 

only ^35,850 


2008 Lexus ES350 Premium Package 

Auto leathei sunroof low kms 
L300148B 


only 


<19850 


2011 Acura TL SH AWD Tech 

Auto leather sunroof navigation 
L40O393A 




only 


<26.850 


2012 Lexus IS250 

Auto pw pi am/fm cd only 1 lOOOkms. 
L400034A 


only 


<39850 




Fully 

Appointed 


2008 Lexus RX350 

Auto, leather, sunroof. L3D0840B 


Fully 

Appointed 


2008 Audi TT Coupe 

Auto leather heated seats pw p) low kms. 
L400362A 


only 3,850^ only ^23,850. 


2013 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI 

Auto pw pi only 31000kms 


only ^28,850 


2012 Dodge RamISOO Laramie 
Auto leather sunroof navigaticm low kms. 

only ^35,850 


South Points 


780 - 989-2222 

www.lexussp.com 

On the Corners of Ellerslie and Gateway Blvd. SW 


All prices plus GST. See dealer for details. 


































































NEWS 


metronews.ca 
Thursday, March 20 , 2014 


metr 


Victim critical. 2 suspects 


pe< 

sought following stabbing 


Edmonton police are looking 
for two suspects in connection 
with an early-morning stabbing 
in southwest Edmonton. 

A 34-year-old man was 
rushed to hospital at approxi¬ 
mately 6 a.m. Wednesday, after 
EPS responded to a weapons 
complaint near Dechene Road, 
east of 184 Street. 

The victim was found 
outside a nearby residence, 
suffering from multiple stab 
wounds. After being transport¬ 
ed to hospital, he remains in 
critical condition. 

Investigators believe the vic¬ 
tim returned home to find two 
suspects in his house. 


120-miTe challenge 


Alta. RCMP head to 
Death Valley for race 

Local RCMP wiU be lacing up 
their runners for the annual 
Baker to Vegas Enforcement 
Challenge Cup later this 
month. 

The 120-mile race chal¬ 
lenges runners to make their 


Police investigation 


Anyone with information 
is asked to contact EPS at 
780-423-4567 or #377 from 
a mobile device. 


The suspects are beheved to 
have escaped the scene after a 
scufile with the victim. 

Pohce are now looking 
for two black male suspects 
in their mid-20s, who would 
have been arriving or leaving 
the southwest area Wednesday 
morning. Police beheve this 
was a targeted attack, metro 


way through Death VaUey 
between Baker, Calif, and Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Alberta’s RCMP will repre¬ 
sent two out of five Canadian 
teams competing in this 
year’s race. 

Enforcement teams from 
all over the world compete in 
the race, making it the largest 
law enforcement event of its 
kind. METRO 


Medical marijuana users 
await possible injunction 



New rules. Health 
Canada set to change 
regulations April l 


LEAH 
GERMAIN 

[eah.germain@metronews.ca 

Members of Alberta’s med¬ 
ical marijuana community 
are waiting with bated breath 
as a decision from a Vancou¬ 
ver courtroom on a possible 
injunction for federal pot re¬ 
forms is expected before Fri¬ 
day. 

Representing Alberta’s 
chapter for a national coali¬ 
tion protesting Health Can¬ 
ada’s restrictions on who and 



Waiting and hoping 


“Everyone is pretty edgy 
at this point.” 

Tamara Cartwright-Poulits, who uses cannabis 
to treat health problems including colitis 


where medical marijuana can 
be grovm, Tamara Cartwright- 
Pouhts said she would be 
heartbroken to lose her plants. 

Using cannabis to treat 
health problems including 
colitis, Cartwright-Pouhts said 
she would be left with few op¬ 
tions if the government took 
her plants away. 

“Where it leaves me, quite 
honestly, is back to the street 
or back to my doctor saying fill 
me up with Ativan and Perco- 
cet and Prozac,” she said. 

While Cartwright-Poulits 
is hoping a judge will issue an 
order so current patients can 
continue growing and possess¬ 
ing marijuana until the chal¬ 
lenge goes to trial, members 
of Alberta law enforcement 
are preparing to deal with new 
regulations. 

“People shouldn’t be grow¬ 
ing it coming up to April 1,” 
said Sgt. Dwayne Karpo, a 
member of Combined Forces 
Special Enforcement Unit for 
ALERT — also called the Green 
Team. 




Spring Savings - Save $15/month! 


our c 



Mobilicity Stores 


Authorized Dealers 



6015104th St 

10730 97th St 

City Centre Mall 
Millwoods Town 

Centre Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

Northgate Mall 

13720 40th St NW 

Bonnie Doon Shopping Mall 

BCOM Computer Center: 
15830 118th Ave 

3136 Parsons Rd 

Cellular Toy Shoppe: 

12528 132nd Ave 

Honor Computer Systems: 
13164 118th Ave 

Lam’s Food Market: 

10549 107th Avenue 

N’s Dollar Store & Food Mart: 
11803 48th St NW 

Omega Cell Communications: 
10376 78th Avenue 






















10 


NEWS 


metronews.ca 
Thursday, March 20 , 2014 


metr 


Flight 370 : FBI helps analyze data 
deleted from pilot’s flight simulator 





• ^ 








-•{5^ wot 


reniue>^9.i^l^' ^pjRAYfOf 


A woman reads messages for passengers aboard a missing Malaysia Airlines plane, at Kuala Lumpur International Airport in Sepang, Malaysia. 

LAI SENG SIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Malaysian authorities. 

They say it seems the 
flight was deliberately 
turned back with 
its communications 
systems disabled 


The FBI is aiding Malaysian 
authorities investigate de¬ 
leted data on a flight simula¬ 
tor belonging to the pilot of 
the missing Malaysia Airlines 
plane, while distraught rela¬ 
tives of the passengers un¬ 
leashed their anger Wednes¬ 
day, wailing in frustration at 
12 days of uncertainty. 

The anguish of relatives of 
the 239 people on Flight 370 
boiled over at a briefing near 
Kuala Lumpur’s airport. Two 
Chinese women who shouted 
at Malaysian authorities and 
unfurled a banner accusing 
officials of “hiding the truth” 
were removed from the 


room. In a heart-wrenching 
scene, one woman screamed 
in sorrow as she was dragged 
away. 


“I want you to help me to 
find my son! I want to see my 
son!” one of the two uniden¬ 
tified women said. “We have 


been here for 10 days.” 

Files containing records 
of flight simulations were 
deleted Feb. 3 from the de¬ 


vice found in the home of the 
Malaysia Airlines pilot, Capt. 
Zaharie Ahmad Shah, Malay¬ 
sian police chief Khalid Abu 


Possible sighting? 


Early Thursday, Australia’s 
prime minister said objects 
possibly related to the 
missing flight had been 
spotted on satellite imagery. 
Resources had been diverted 
to the area to attempt to 
locate the objects. 


said. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether investigators 
thought that deleting the 
files was unusual. The files 
might hold signs of unusual 
flight paths that could help 
explain where the missing 
plane went. 

Defence Minister Hisham- 
muddin Hussein told a news 
conference that Zaharie is 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. He said mem¬ 
bers of the pilot’s family are 
co-operating in the investiga¬ 
tion. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



The Downtown Business Association Present^ 

DOWNTOWN 

DINING WEEK 

March 14-23 

Ten days. Three prices. Dozens of delectable meals. 

Celebrate Downtown’s Culinary Creativity! 


grand prize ^ 

A Deluxe Weekend 
Getaway for Two 

. Fairmont 

Hotel Macdonald 

Dine out to ^ 
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Pistorius. Girlfriend was 
standing in toilet cnbicle as 
first shot hit hip, conrt hears 


Oscar Pistorius’s girlfriend 
was standing in a toilet cu¬ 
bicle and facing the closed 
door when she was hit in 
the right hip by the first of 
four bullets that he fired, 
a police ballistics expert 
testified Wednesday at the 
double-amputee runner’s 
murder trial. 

Reeva Steenkamp fell 
back onto a magazine hold¬ 
er in the cubicle and crossed 
her arms over her head to 
protect herself, said Capt. 
Christiaan Mangena. The 
second bullet missed Steen¬ 
kamp and ricocheted off the 
wall and broke into frag¬ 
ments, bruising her back, he 
said. 

Steenkamp was then hit 
in her right arm and in the 
head by the third and fourth 
shots fired by Pistorius with 
his 9 mm pistol, he said. 
She collapsed with her head 
on the toilet seat, Mangena 
said. 

Pistorius, 27, is charged 
with premeditated murder 
in Steenkamp’s shooting 
death on Feb. 14 last year 
and faces 25 years to life in 
prison if convicted. He says 
he shot Steenkamp, 29, by 
mistake through a locked 



door in his bathroom be¬ 
cause he thought she was 
a dangerous nighttime in¬ 
truder. 

Pistorius says Steenkamp 
went to use the toilet dur¬ 
ing the night without him 
knowing, but prosecutors 
charge he killed her after a 
loud argument that caused 
her to flee and hide in the 
toilet area. Neighbours have 
testified to hearing loud 
screaming before and dur¬ 
ing the shots being fired. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Faux pas 


Organizer of WWII 
party with Nazi 
flags apologizes 

The organizer of a Second 
World War themed party 
that included Nazi flags 
and men in SS uniforms is 
apologizing after a photo 
of the event in the U.S. 
provoked outrage on the 
Internet. Scott Steben had 
said that the January din¬ 
ner was a Christmas party 
and an exercise for period 

actors. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Empty mansion 


Teenagers charged 
with breaking 
and partying 

Authorities have filed crim¬ 
inal charges against 14 teen¬ 
agers who allegedly broke 
into a Southern Cahfomia 
mansion and held a party 
that caused more than $1 
miUion in damage and 
losses, including the theft 
of a shifted snow leopard. 
Authorities say the party 
promoted on social media 
in November brought more 
than 100 teens to the La 
Habra Heights mansion 
while the owner was away. 

THE ASSOaATED PRESS 
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Political prisoners 


UN Human Rights 
Coundl hearing 

China has failed to silence 
a Montreal woman from 
making a plea to the UN for 
the freedom of her father, 
a democracy leader who’s 
been in sohtaiy confine¬ 
ment for half her life. 

Ti-Anna Wang, 24, was 
telling the UN Human 
Rights Coimcil that she 
wanted China to free her 
dad, Wang Bingzhang, 
when the Chinese delegate 
cut her off and objected. 
Wang was eventually al¬ 
lowed to resume. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


False confessions 


‘Serial killer’ 
exonerated after 
23 years 

A Swede who once was 
considered a psychopathic 
serial killer is a free man 
after authorities found 
that his eight murder 
convictions were based on 
false confessions. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


First Nations' protest 


Rail line blockade 

Via Rail passengers are be¬ 
ing bused between Toronto 
and Ottawa because of a 
First Nations blockade on 
a busy rail line in eastern 
Ontario. 

The blockade is part 
of recent protests in the 
Belleville area by a First 
Nations group caUing for a 
federal inquiry into missing 
and murdered aboriginal 
women, the Canadian press 


Venezuela 


Death toll rises 

A municipal worker was 
fatally shot while remov¬ 
ing a street barricade in a 
middle-class Caracas neigh¬ 
bourhood, Venezuela’s 
federal prosecutor’s office 
said Wednesday, raising to 
27 the official death toll 
from more than a month’s 
worth of protests. 

Caracas and other 
Venezuelan cities have 
been roiled by more than a 
month of anti-government 
demonstrations. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Woman plotted killing 
of her parents: Crown 


Murder trial begins. 

Four men charged along 
with Jennifer Pan for the 
murder of her mother 


A woman plotted to have 
her parents killed in a staged 
home invasion because they 
forbade her from seeing the 
man she loved, but her plan 
started to unravel when her 
father survived the attack, 
prosecutors alleged Wednes- 
day. 

Jennifer Pan hatched the 
plan after her parents made 
her choose between them and 
her co-accused Daniel Wong, 
who had been her high school 
sweetheart. Crown lawyer Jen¬ 
nifer Halajian told a Toronto- 
area court in her opening 
statement. 

Though she appeared to 
bow to their demands. Pan 
resented them and continued 


to see Wong, with whom she 
hoped to spend the rest of her 
life, Halajian said. 

“As long as her parents 
were alive, that hope was 
dead,” she said. 

Pan, Wong and three other 
men — Eric Carty, Lenford 
Crawford and David Mylvag- 
anam — are charged with first- 
degree murder in the death of 
her mother, 53-year-old Bieh 
Ha Pan, and attempted mur¬ 
der in the shooting of her 
father, Huei Hann Pan. 

While they didn’t all pull 
the trigger, each “participated 
in carrying out Jennifer Pan’s 
plan to murder her parents,” 
Halajian said. 

Others were involved in 
the plot and some of the in¬ 
truders aren’t among the ac¬ 
cused in this trial, she said. 

Pan, 27, initially appeared 
to be a victim in the Nov. 8, 
2010 incident at her family’s 
home in Markham, north of 
Toronto, torstar news service 
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Oliver says he’ll ’continue 
the government’s agenda’ 



Joe Oliver was sworn in as finance 
minister Wednesday in Ottawa. 

ADRIAN WYLD/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


For a time, the Conservative 
government used something 
called “event in a box” to 
help guide MPs on pubhc an¬ 
nouncements, a ready-made 
communications kit that could 
be rolled out with no fuss, no 
muss. 

As Joe Oliver stepped into 
the Finance portfoho Wednes¬ 
day, replacing Jim Flaherty, 


some wondered whether he 
would be given any latitude, 
or simply be rolling out a pre¬ 
election package. 

“My overarching priority is 
to continue the government’s 
agenda of creating jobs and 
growth right across the coun¬ 
try,” Ohver said in an interview. 

Ohver will preside over just 
one federal budget before the 


fall 2015 election, one that is 
guaranteed to feature a surplus 
for the first time since 2007. 

Whatever moves Ohver 
makes will be done at least 
partly in the context of elector¬ 
al strategy and the shape of the 
next Conservative platform, 
elements highly controlled by 
the prime minister and party 
headquarters, the Canadian press 
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Document 
details of 


How to ‘catch a mayor 
smoking crack.’ Ford’s 
lawyer says releasing 
police description of 
infamous video a waste of 
taxpayers' money 


A video of Toronto Mayor Rob 
Ford smoking what appears to 
be “a narcotic” was found on 
the laptop of an alleged gang 
member, who also apparently 
filmed himself describing how 
to “catch a mayor smoking 
crack,” police allege. 

A detailed description of the 
so-called crack video is part of 
a document, released Wednes¬ 
day by an Ontario Superior 
Court judge, containing po¬ 
lice allegations used to obtain 
search warrants in an ongoing 
investigation involving Ford. 

“Mayor Ford is holding what 
appears to be a glass cylinder 
in one hand and a lighter in the 
other hand while engaged in 


conversation with individual(s) 
off camera,” police describe. 

“At one point Mayor Ford 
holds the glass cylinder to his 
mouth, lights the lighter and 
applies the flame to the tip of 
the glass cylinder in a circular 
motion. After several seconds 
Mayor Ford appears to inhale 
the vapour which is produced, 
then exhale the vapour.” 

The document contains po¬ 
lice allegations not proven in 
court. 

The video appears to have 
been filmed surreptitiously 
at 7:57 p.m. on Feb. 17, 2013 
— showing Ford “consuming 
what appears to be a narcotic 
while inside a residence,” po¬ 
lice allege. 

Ford has admitted smoking 
crack cocaine, but has said he 
hasn’t seen the video. Ford has 
urged police to release it and 
dared the chief to arrest him. 

Police offered Ford — 
through his lawyer — an op¬ 
portunity to watch the video, 
on the condition he not com¬ 
ment on the video or discuss it 
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reveals 
crack vid 


with anyone, but he declined, 
police say in the newly re¬ 
leased document. 

Ford refused to comment 
Wednesday, but his lawyer, 
Dennis Morris, said the police 
offer was “baloney.” 

“We weren’t interested in 
that. If you want to show the 
video, show the world,” he 
said. “Don’t show it to me and 
the mayor and say, ‘You can’t 
discuss it.’ That’s absurd. It 
makes no sense.” 

Morris said the release of 
the documents is a “continued 
waste” of taxpayers’ money. 
“No one could say what’s in the 
pipe,” he said in an interview. 

Morris also said he is con¬ 
vinced police will find a way to 
release the video anonymously 
just before the Oct. 27 munici¬ 
pal election, which will deter¬ 
mine if Ford gets to stay in the 
mayor’s office. 

“They’re doing everything 
they can to hurt the mayoral 
campaign and they don’t have 
any charges, so the only bul¬ 
let they have in the gun is this 


video,” he said. 

Toronto police spokesman 
Mark Pugash called Morris’s as¬ 
sertions “disgraceful and com¬ 
pletely irresponsible.” 

“He should be ashamed 
of himself,” he said. “Any in¬ 
formation that has been re¬ 
leased has been released by the 
courts.” 

There seem to be failed at¬ 
tempts to record Ford leading 
up to the full video, and finally 
there is a video of someone 
who appears to be Siad filming 
himself “giving a short narra¬ 
tive of what was just captured,” 
police say in the document. 

“Siad advises that to record 
someone secretly you should 
aim the camera towards that 
person and they won’t know 
what you’re doing as your (sic) 
just playing with your phone,” 
police write. 

“He then advises that’s how 
you would catch a person slip¬ 
ping. He then goes on to say, 
‘Or even catch a mayor smok¬ 
ing crack.’” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Oprah Chai. Starbucks 
joins forces with Winfrey 
to announce charity tea 


Starbucks’ annual meeting 
seemed like an episode of 
The Oprah Winfrey Show on 
Wednesday, when the celeb¬ 
rity talk-show host appeared 
on stage to announce the 
chai tea drink she created. 

The Seattle-based coffee 
company says the Oprah 


Chai will be available start¬ 
ing April 29 at its cafes and 
the chain of Teavana stores it 
recently bought. 

Proceeds from the sales 
of the Oprah Chai will go 
toward charities that help 
youth education. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Google privacy 


Lawsuit loses 
class-action status 

A judge has tossed out an 
effort to win class-action 
status for a lawsuit accusing 
Google of violating the pri¬ 
vacy terms of email users. 

Judge Lucy Koh ruled 
Tuesday that too many 
users have too many dis¬ 
similar claims to pursue a 
single class-action lawsuit. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Murder ink 


Cops called over 
guy’s gut gat tat 

Police armed with assault 
rifles descended on a man’s 
home after a tree-removal 
crew he’d told to leave his 
property reported he had 
a gun. Turns out the “gun” 
the crew saw on Michael 
Smith was just a life-sized 
tattoo of a handgun on his 
stomach. Smith was not 
charged, the associated press 
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Ferocious feline 
to be an Animal 
Planet star 


‘My Cat from Hell.’ 

Expert to feature 
Lux the cat from 
Oregon who attacked 
a family after a child 
pulled its tail 


The large cat that attacked a 
baby and trapped an Oregon 
family in a bedroom touched 
off an Internet uproar that 
worries Jackson Galaxy, star 
of Animal Planet’s My Cat 
from Hell. 

Cats don’t become fero¬ 
cious felines that turn on 
their families for no reason, 
says the cat behaviour ex¬ 
pert, who is heading to Port¬ 
land soon to work with the 



four-year-old part Himalayan 
pet named Lux. Galaxy will 
film the visit for his show’s 


fifth season, which kicks off 
April 26. 

“Eveiy parental site on the 
Internet blames the cat for 
this confrontation. Every pet 
site blames the family,” he 
said, adding that something 
is wrong if the cat is acting 
out. “We need to step away 
from the hysteria. There is a 
stoiy behind all this. Don’t as¬ 
sume anything.” 

Lux became a worldwide 
phenomenon after owner Lee 
Palmer called 911 and said 
the cat had cornered him, his 
girlfriend, their baby and the 
family dog. Palmer says his 
seven-month-old pulled Lux’s 
tail, and he kicked the animal 
after it scratched the child. 
Then, the cat “just went off 
over the edge,” Palmer told 

911. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Newfoundland house buried by tough winter 

Janice Gould and Rick Cooper’s house in Port au Choix, N.L., is almost completely buried under snow on 
Wednesday. The couple were away most of the winter, but started to get calls from neighbours earlier this 
month telling them their house was in trouble. Gould said they rushed home to discover it was completely 
covered, with only its roof poking out of the snow, janice gould/the Canadian press 
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Senegal failing 
its child be^ars 



Human Rights Watch. 

Tens of thousands of 
boys still 'subjected to 
the practice of forced 
begging' human 
rights group says 


Senegal’s government has 
failed to make good on prom¬ 
ises to close dangerous and 
unsanitaiy boarding schools 
that house child beggars more 
than a year after a fire at one 
such shack Idlled eight young 
boys, an international human 
rights group said Wednesday 
Human Rights Watch also 
called on the government to 
move quickly to implement 
proposed legislation that 
could regulate conditions 
at such schools known as 
daaras. Tens of thousands of 
young boys in the West Afri¬ 
can country are supposed to 
be learning the Qur’an at the 


residential schools but instead 
spend up to eight hours a 
day begging in traffic, only to 
sleep in deplorable conditions 
at night. 

The government has tried 
for years to ban the practice, 
but it remains deeply embed¬ 
ded in Senegal where many 
poor parents view it as the 
only way to provide an educa¬ 
tion. 

An untold number of 


young boys have been run 
down and killed while beg¬ 
ging in traffic but the March 
2013 fire tragedy in Dakar’s 
Medina neighbourhood ap¬ 
peared to be a game changer, 
when President Macky Sail 
declared that all substan¬ 
dard daaras would be closed. 
The report by Human Rights 
Watch found that Sail’s prom¬ 
ise remains largely unreal¬ 
ized. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Kosovo and Crimea 


Putin's 
justification 
for Crimea 
secession 


Vladimir Putin’s key argu¬ 
ment justifying Crimea’s 
secession from Ukraine 
and annexation by Russia 
is the West’s acceptance 
of Kosovo’s declaration of 


statehood in 2008. Kosovo 
and Crimea both sought 
independence against the 
wishes of their central gov¬ 
ernments but the two situa¬ 
tions have many differences. 
With the strong support of 
the United States, the ethnic 
Albanian-dominated Kosovo 
seceded from Serbia over 
Serbia’s strong objections. 
Russia, a historic Slavic ally 
of the Serbs, at the time 
argued that the Kosovo 


declaration was a serious 
breach of international law 
that could lead to a series of 
statehood claims elsewhere 
in the world. Enter Crimea, 
Ukraine’s strategic Black Sea 
peninsula. After Crimean 
residents voted overwhelm¬ 
ingly Sunday to secede and 
join Russia, Putin is invok¬ 
ing the precedent of Kosovo 
to justify the vote while the 
West insists the ballot is 
invalid, the associated press 



Russian President Vladimir Putin 

RIA-NOVOSTI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Armed Crimean self-defence forces stand outside the Training Centre of the 
Naval Forces of Ukraine while taking over its control in Sevastopol, 

Crimea, on Wednesday. Andrew lubimov/the associated press 


Ukraine bows 
to Russia’s 
annexation 


Following the 
referendum. Putin 
signed a treaty on 
Tuesday to incorporate 
Crimea into Russia 


Surrendering to Russia’s in¬ 
exorable seizure of Crimea, 
Ukraine announced plans 
Wednesday for mass troop 
withdrawals from the stra¬ 
tegic peninsula as Moscow- 
loyal forces seized control 
of Kyiv’s naval headquarters 
here and detained its com¬ 
mander. 

Attempting to face down 
the unblinking incursion, 
Ukraine said it would hold 
joint militaiy exercises with 
the United States and Britain. 

Hours after masked Rus¬ 
sian-speaking troops forced 
their way onto Ukraine’s 
main naval base here, forlorn 
Ukrainian soldiers streamed 
out cariying clothing and 
other belongings in bags. A 
group of local militia and Cos¬ 
sacks, later joined by officers 
from Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, 
looked on. 

Just how many retreating 
troops Ukraine will have to 
absorb in what amounts to a 
militaiy surrender of Crimea 
was unclear. Many service¬ 
men have already switched 
sides to Russia, but author- 


Trapped 


Thousands of Ukrainian 
soldiers and sailors are 
trapped on military bases, 
surrounded by heavily 
armed Russian forces. 


• The Kyiv government 
said it was drawing up 
plans to evacuate its 
troops. 


fries said they were prepared 
to relocate as many as 25,000 
soldiers and their families to 
the Ukrainian mainland. 

Humbled but defiant, 
Ukraine lashed out symbolic¬ 
ally at Russia by declaring its 
intent to leave the Moscow- 
dominated Commonwealth 
of Independent States, a loose 
alliance of 11 former Soviet 
nations. The last nation to 
leave the group was Georgia, 
which lost a brief war with 
neighbouring Russia in 2008 
and ended up losing two sep¬ 
aratist territories. 

Vice-President Joe Biden, 
in Lithuania tiying to re¬ 
assure nations bordering Rus¬ 
sia alarmed by the sight of 
an expansion-minded neigh¬ 
bour, said the U.S. would 
stand by them. 

“We’re in this with you, 
together,” Biden said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Convictions for aiding suicide reversed 


William Melchert- 
Dinkel. Ex-nurse had 
been convicted of 
encouraging Brampton 
student to jump into 
Ottawa river in 2008 


The Minnesota Supreme 
Court on Wednesday reversed 


the convictions of a former 
nurse accused of encouraging 
two people whom he met on¬ 
line to kill themselves. 

The court ruled that the 
language in the state’s assist- 
ed-suicide law that pertains 
to “encouraging” suicide is 
unconstitutional. 

William Melchert-Dinkel’s 
360-day jail sentence had 
been on hold pending the 
outcome of his appeal. 


Melchert-Dinkel, 51, was 
convicted on two counts of 
aiding suicide in the deaths 
of two people: Nadia Kajouji, 
18, of Brampton, Ont., who 
jumped into a frozen Ottawa 
river in 2008; and Mark Diy- 
brough, 32, of England, who 
hanged himself in 2005. Ka¬ 
jouji was a student at Carle- 
ton University in Ottawa. 

Prosecutors say Melchert- 
Dinkel played an integral role 


in their deaths, including giv¬ 
ing step-by-step instructions. 

Evidence showed that Mel¬ 
chert-Dinkel posed as a sui¬ 
cidal female nurse, feigned 
compassion and offered in¬ 
structions on how they could 
kill themselves. According 
to court documents, he en¬ 
tered into fake suicide pacts 
with about 10 people, five 
of whom he believed killed 
themselves, the associated press 




Obese baby put on diet 

Eight-month old Santiago Mendoza sits at a clinic in Bogota, 
Colombia, Tuesday. The baby weighs more than 20 kilograms and will 
be on a diet to lose weight, said therapist Salvador Palacios of a non- 
proh't organization that cares for obese children. 

FERNANDO VERGARA/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Belgium 


War armament 
kills two workers 
in Flanders field 

A shell or grenade from 
First World War exploded 
at an industrial site in 
the former Flanders 
battlefields, killing two 
construction workers and 
injuring two more. 

Every year the battle¬ 
fields in western Belgium 
produce hundreds of 
armaments from the 
1914-1918 war, and most 
are destroyed without 
incident. The Flanders 
battlefields cover dozens 
of cities where allies 
clashed with German 

forces. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Kenya Wildlife Service 


Cartel behind 
poaching, former 
director says 

A famed scientist and 
founding former chair¬ 
man of the Kenya Wildlife 
Service is urging Kenya’s 
president to invoke emer¬ 
gency measures to protect 
elephants and rhinos. 

Richard Leakey said 
Wednesday that the Ken¬ 
yan Wildlife Service has 
been infiltrated by people 
enriching themselves off 
poaching. He said the 
poaching ring leaders 
are known, but that the 
government has taken no 
action. He did not name 
names, the associated press 



CULINARY AND PASTRY 
BOOT CAMPS 

NAIT's Culinary and Pastry Boot Camps reveal the secrets to cooking and baking like 
a pro through hands-on practice, lectures and demonstrations in our state-of-the-art 
kitchens. Taught by award winning instructors, these four and five day intense camps 
get your culinary skills in shape. 

Pastry Boot Camp [BAKG305] 

July-11 

Culinary Boot Camp [CULG305] 

ALL NEW RECIPIES 

Jul8-11&Jul 15-18 


For the Love of Chocolate [CULG310] 

NEW COURSE 

Jul15-18 


A LEADING POLYTECHNIC 
COMMITTED TO 
STUDENT SUCCESS 


NAIT 


□ 


Visit nait.ca/bootcamp for more information. Enlist today. 
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Port Metro Vancouver. 
Government prepping 
back-to-work legislation 


The province and Port Metro 
Vancouver aren’t waiting to 
hammer out a deal with strik¬ 
ing truckers and their union. 

Instead, the B.C. govern¬ 
ment was prepping back-to- 
work legislation to get 250 
Unifor truckers to resume 
moving containers at the 
port, which is struggling 
with a massive backlog due 
to a three-week-long strike 
by more than 1,000 striking 
drivers (most don’t belong 
to a union), the province an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

The action comes after the 
union didn’t accept a 14-point 
plan, proposed by the govern¬ 
ment one week ago, to resolve 
issues including unpaid wait 
times and rate cutting. 

“Suppliers are feeling the 
effects right now in their 
stores,” said Federal Transport 
Minister Lisa Raitt during a 
Tuesday speech to the Toronto 
Region Board of Trade. 


Market Minute 


O 


DOLLAR 

88.93c 

(-0.86C) 


Natural gas: $447 US (no change) 
Dow Jones: 16,222.17 (-114.02) 



Raitt began to rhyme off a 
long list of national compan¬ 
ies hke Home Depot, Can¬ 
adian Tire, Loblaw, Target and 
Hudson’s Bay she said are be¬ 
ing affected, noting that sever¬ 
al corporate officials brought 
their concerns to her during 
Tuesday’s lunch. 

METRO IN VANCOUVER, WITH FILES 
FROM TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


o 


TSX 

14,334.04 (-34.94) 


o 


OIL 

$100.37 US (+$0.67) 


o 


GOLD 

$1,341.30 US (-$17.70) 


Toyota hit with record 
$1.2B penalty in the U.S. 



A Toyota Camry is shown after it crashed as it exited Interstate 80 in Utah in 2010. 
Police suspect problems with the Camry's accelerator or floor mat caused the crash 
that left two people dead and two others injured, the associated press file_ 


Largest of its kind. 

The feds settled with 
Japanese automaker 
over safety issues that 
became public in 2009 


Toyota agreed to pay $1.2 
billion US to settle an inves¬ 
tigation by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment, admitting that it hid 
information about defects 
that caused Toyota and 
Lexus vehicles to accelerate 
unexpectedly and resulted 
in injuries and deaths. 

Attorney General Eric 
Holder said Wednesday that 
the penalty is the largest 
of its kind ever imposed on 
an auto company. The four- 
year criminal investigation 
focused on whether Toyota 
promptly reported the prob¬ 
lems related to unintended 
acceleration. 

The company admitted 
to misleading consumers 


Criticism 


“Toyota confronted a 
public safety emergency 
as it if were a simple 
public relations problem.” 

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder 


and regulators by assuring 
them that it had adequately 
addressed an acceleration 
problem stemming from ill- 
fitting floor mats— which 
attracted widespread pub¬ 
licity in 2009 following a 
car crash in San Diego that 
killed a family of four — 
through a limited safety re¬ 
call of certain models. 

Toyota knew at the time 
that it had not recalled 
other models susceptible to 
the same problem and also 
took steps to conceal from 
regulators a separate accel¬ 
eration problem related to 
a faulty pedal, according to 
the Justice Department. 

“In other words, Toyota 
confronted a public safety 
emergency as it if were 
a simple public relations 
problem,” Holder said at a 
news conference. 

Prosecutors filed a crim¬ 
inal charge Wednesday 
alleging the company de¬ 
frauded consumers by issu¬ 
ing misleading statements. 
They said they’ll move to 
dismiss the charge in three 
years if Toyota complies 
with the terms of the settle¬ 
ment. An independent mon¬ 
itor will review policies, 
practices and procedures at 
the company. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Adventure! 

Teach English Overseas 

> TESOL Certified in 5 Days 

> In-Class or Online 

> No Degree Required! 

1 . 888 . 270.2941 

Job Guaranteed! 

Next In-Class Course: 

Mar 2 22"" 23*^" & Mar 29^ 30^ 

Next Seminar: Apr 15^'", 2013 @ 7pm 

Room # 5} 102 - St Joseph's College, U of A, 11325 89th Ave 

www.globaltesol.com 


TESOL 


^ 300-^1500 

• No credit checks 
• No upfront fees 


WWWJMYNEXiFRAYfCA 



find your fountairypf youth 

"aging 

ellness 
expo 

explore the latest trends in anti-aging, 
beauty, health & life-enhancement 


april 12 & 13 

marriott at river cree casino ~ white event tent 
sat: 10ann-6pm ~ sun: 11am-5pm 


through introduction to services, products & resources relating to 
medispas ~ wellness centres ~ menopause experts 
cosmetics & skin care ~ nutritional products 
fashions & accessories 


Edmonton _ ciiyiv edmontonantiagingcxpo. com 


presentations ~ live demonstrations ~ mini treatments — 70+ exhibits 


Chromecast coining to Canada 


Canadian Netflix and YouTube 
users looking for a cheap and 
easy way to stream content on 
their big screen TVs will finally 
be able to buy Google’s Chro¬ 
mecast device starting on 
Wednesday. 

Originally 
launched in the U.S. 
last July, the small $39 
gadget plugs into a TV’s 
HDMI port and is powered 
either through a TV’s USB con¬ 
nection or by plugging into an 
electrical outlet. 

The Chromecast doesn’t 


come with a remote. Instead, 
users control streaming con¬ 
tent on their TV with phone or 
tablet apps or via the Google 
Chrome web browser 
on a computer. 

“I think what’s 
really resonated with 
consumers is using their 
personal devices as a control¬ 
ler. That’s something that we 
bet on and we’ve seen that 
bet come to fmition,” said 
Chromecast product manager 
Raunaq Shah during a media 
preview in Toronto on Tuesday. 


The Chromecast quickly 
sold out after it was first re¬ 
leased in the U.S. and con¬ 
tinued to be tough to find in 
stores. 

Shah said that won’t be a 
problem with the Canadian 
launch and consumers should 
have no issues purchasing one 
through i\mazon.ca or the Goo¬ 
gle Play store. 

“It will be easy to get,” he 
said, and added that Google is 
also hoping to get the Chro¬ 
mecast in Canadian stores. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



River plan ‘pathetic*: Scientist 


Alberta’s plan to protect the 
Athabasca River from the es¬ 
calating pressure of oilsands 
development reveals how little 
the government imderstands 
about the environment it claims 
to protect, say prominent scien¬ 
tists and critics. 

“It’s pretty pathetic,” said 
David Schindler, a retired Uni¬ 


versity of Alberta ecologist and 
a leading expert on fresh-water 
systems. “If you were to put this 
before a panel of international 
scientists, they would be in¬ 
credulous.” 

Government officials say the 
draft plan, obtained by The Can¬ 
adian Press, is the best they can 
do with what they have. 


“The challenge we have is 
that we’re using what I’d call 
the best available science,” said 
TVndy Ridge, director of water 
policy for Alberta Environment. 
“It’s not necessarily the best 
possible. Most people are going 
to say we need to improve the 
science. But of what’s available, 
(we’ve) used it.” the Canadian press 
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SOCIAL MEDIA EnQUETTE FOR DUMMIES 


I get in Facebook fights often. 

I try to be civil, but then someone will 
post about Phil Kessel or Joffrey Baratheon 
or the Judeo-Christian God and suddenly 1 
need to let the world know why their take on 
the individual in question is hopelessly 
wrong. 

Digital progress has allowed me an emo¬ 
tional throwback. Social media is where 1 
can revive the rip-roaring bull sessions that 
used to happen at house parties in my 20s 
when the smell of pot was in the air, half the 
guests were face down in the nacho dip, and 
those still conscious would talk about Big 
Questions. Why are we on Earth? Who shot 
JFK? Who’s better — Kirk or Picard? Did Kirk 
and/or Picard shoot JFK? There was a lot of drinking. 

Now 1 can have the same sort of debates without staying 
up late or buying my own alcohol. (1 bought my own at least 
twice). 

Arguing without angering friends or followers can be 





John Mazerolle 


metronews.ca 


tricky, of course, so there are rules 1 follow 
for using social media with tact. Some in¬ 
volve arguing, while others are just about 
comporting myself well online. 

As with all social-media arguments, 1 be¬ 
lieve my advice is Absolute Truth and anyone 
who disagrees is an idiot worthy of scorn. It’s 
just the way things are done online. 

John’s Guide to Online Civility 
Parti: Fighting Tips 

• As in real life, the soundest way to deal 
with a fight on Facebook is to sigh heavily, 
clap slowly and say, “Oh, good point.” 

• Follow up all death threats with a smiley 
face to show you’re probably joking. 

• Whoever posts the last comment in an 
angry argument thread wins. 

You can avoid direct confrontation with passive ag¬ 
gression. For example, say a friend’s status says, “I 
like peanut butter,” you might write “You’re an 
idiot” and you’d lose a friend. But if you write, “Any- 


ZOOM 


Fancy a round trip to N.Y.C.? 



RANDY SCOTT SLAVIN/REX FEATURES 


Photograph turns 
dty topsy-turvy 

This mind-bending image of 
North Cove Marina in New York 
City will have you in a spin. The 
surreal landscape was created 
by photographer Randy Scott 
Slavin, who used a clever 
photographic technique to 
contort the panorama to jaw- 
dropping effect. METRO 


Q&A 


Inspiration and 
challenges 

lA/hat’s your inspiration? 

My work has evolved from a 
love of landscape photogra¬ 
phy and dis-orientating art¬ 
work of M.C. Escher. A friend 
introduced me to Escher’s 


images in elementary school 
and it left an indelible mark 
on my taste ever since. 

How is the photography 
challenging for you? 

You have to wait for the right 
light and in the process deal 
with everything that mother 
nature has to offer. 


Snap happy 


100 

individual photographs were used 
to create the 360-degree composite 
image. Using picture-editing 
software, Slavin stitched the photos 
together to produce a stereographic 
projection (the mapping of a spherical 
image onto a flat plane). 


body who likes peanut butter is an idiot” you have 
plausible deniability. 

Part II: General Rules 

• Remember that writing an offensive or ignorant 
tweet is one of the quickest ways for aspiring writers 
to get published in the Huffington Post. 

• Employers commonly look at prospective workers’ 
social media. If you must post photos of yourself 
heavily drinking, try to drink products from com¬ 
panies you might like to work for some day. 

• To avoid annoying friends, try to reach a one-to-one 
ratio in statuses between petty whining and obnox¬ 
ious bragging. 

• If you must announce a death before notifying next 
of kin, be sure to tag it SPOILERS. 

The rules in Part II might actually help you avoid argu¬ 
ments, if you’re into that sort of thing. But regardless of 
whether you prefer to duke it out or play it cool, remem¬ 
ber: Facebook and Twitter are public forums. If you must 
rant and don’t want anyone to know, try Google Plus. 

Last word! 



2048 


LUKE 

SIMCOE 

Metro Online 



After reaching peak 
Flappy Bird last month, 
the teeming masses of 
the Internet have been on 
the lookout for the next 
game capable of making 
frustration fun. Fortunately, 
a 19 -year-old developer has 
stepped up to the plate with 2048, a few lines of 
open-source code that resembles a math nerd’s 
version of Candy Crush. The original game can be 
found at gabrielecirulli.github.io/2048, but there 
are also a host of goofy remixes that are more fun 
- or at least more weird - to play. 


Doge2048: 

So 2048. Much difficulty. Wow. 
(doge2048.com) 


Doctor Who2048: 

This game replaces the numbers of the 
original 2048with various portraits of 
the actors who have portrayed the 
Time Lord. If you can build up to Matt 
Smith, you win! (games.usvsth3m. 


Twitter 


@metropicks asked: A 
smartwatch that uses 



com/2048-doctor-who-edition) 


4: 

If you find 2048 too hard, try 4. If you 
can’t win in two moves, you might 
want to check with your doctor. 
(ehzhang.github.io/4/) 

20483D: 

2048 in three dimensions. I can’t 
even. (joppi.github.io/2048-3D/) 


image if me to replace me at exams, 
awkward meetings. 


Google Now was announced. 
What would you want your smart- 
watch to be able to do? 


@mtlkeith: Tell me I am eligible for 
retirement! 


@Canucklehead_ca: Come up with 
funny responses to questions im¬ 
mediately. (See also: delay last call.) 


@TrevorlVlarr: ToDo list w/ GPS prox¬ 
imity reminder so I don’t go past 
store/shop w/out picking up item I 
needed. #IWasJustThere 


@EvanDentremont: I have a smart 
watch. It already does everything. In¬ 
coming calls, emails, texts, blackjack 
(seriously) 


@mitch_waugh: why the need for a 
"smart watch", when we all carry 
around our smart phones anyways. 


@redsultan: Do basic chores while 

I’m asleep. Project a 3D holographic FoUow 0nrietropicks 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU: 

Send us your comments: edmontonletters(g)metronews.ca 
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Have more game. 

Samsung phones are now on sole. 


Watch the best live sports on the go, only with Bell Mobile TV 
on Canada’s largest LTE network.' It has blazing-Fost speeds in 
more places, so you’ll never miss o moment oF the action. And For 
a limited time, save up to $200 on select Samsung superphones. 
So you can catch every play on a large, vivid screen. 

Visit a Bell store For our best service and selection. 

1 888 4-MOBILE - bell.ca 


Also available at these retailers: 


I 


SOURCE' 


' your phone, your way 

ObOOth wireless 


Costco . 

Uisimis 


►►FUTURE SHOP 
Walmart 


EsnnBsHOR 
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Samsung Galaxy Note 3™ 
superphone 

NOW *99’= 

2-yr. term with 
Voice & Data Plus plan 
$799.95 no term 



Samsung Galaxy S4™ superphone 
Red - Exclusive to Bell 


Samsung Galaxy SA mini 
superphone 


NOW *0“ 

2-yr. term with 
Voice & Data Plus plan 
$699.95 no term 


’ 0 “ 

2-yr. term with 
Voice & Data Plus plan 
$499.95 no term 


Get expert advice today. 

Visit a Bell store near you: 

AIRDRIE 
Sierra Springs 
BANFF 

Sundance Mall 
CALGARY 

1002-17th Ave. S.W. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E. 

216 Saddletowne Circle 
19489 Seton Crescent S.E. 

Beacon Hill Centre 
Bow Valley Square - Kiosk 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 
Market Mall 
Marlborough Mall 
North Hill Shopping Centre - Kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall - Kiosk 
CANMORE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918White Mud & 17th St. 

17551-100th Ave. 

14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

18559 Stony Plain Rd. 

Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Meyokumin Retail Centre 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Namao Centre South 
Northgate Centre 
Oliver Square 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - Kiosk 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

Terra Losa Shopping Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 
West Edmonton Mall - Kiosk 
Westmount Centre 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 

South 40 Shopping Centre 
LETHBRIDGE 

Centre Village Mall - Kiosk 
Lethbridge Smart Centres 
Park Place 
LLOYDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
PEACE RIVER 
10032-100th St. 

PINCHER CREEK 
Ranchland Mall - Kiosk 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
Southpointe Common 
ROCKY VIEW 
Crossiron Mills Mall 
Crossiron Mills Mall - Kiosk 
SHERWOOD PARK 
Emerald Hill Centre 
Sherwood Park Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
ST-ALBERT 
460-140 St-AlbertRd. 

St. Albert Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3439-34th Ave. 


mom 



watching 
sports just 
got better 


Offer ends March 31,2014. Available within network coverage areas available from Bell Mobility; see bell.ca/coverage. Paper bill charge ($2/mo.) applies unless you register for e-bill and cancel your paper bill. Other monthly charges, e.g., 9-1-1 Fees(AB: $0.44-effective April 1,2014, SK: 
$0.62, NB: $0.53, NS: $0.43, P.E.L: $0.70, OC: $0.40), and a one-time connection charge ($35, now $15 on a 24-month term for a limited time) applies. If you end your Commitment Period early, a Cancellation Fee applies; see your Agreement. Subject to change without notice. Taxes extra. 
Other conditions apply. (1) Based on total square kms of coverage on the shared LTE network available from Bell vs. Rogers' LTE network. See bell.ca/LTE for details. (2) Available with new activation. Net price shown after: $200 savings on the Samsung Galaxy Note 3, and after $179.95 
savings on the Samsung Galaxy S4. Samsung, Galaxy S4 and Galaxy Note 3 are trademarks of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd., used in Canada under license. NHL and the NHL Shield are registered trademarks of the National Hockey League. © NHL 2014. All Rights Reserved. ©NHLPA. 
NHLPA, National Hockey League Players' Association and the NHLPA logo are trademarks of the NHLPA. The NBA and NBA member team identifications are the intellectual property of NBA Properties, Inc. and the respective member teams. ©2014 NBA Properties, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Solo feels like Right Direction 
for Trench lead guitar Webb 



Second album. The 

Marianas Trench man is 
on a Canadian tour, but 
is not quitting the band 
that made him famous 


JENNIFER 

LARAWAY 

Jennifer Laraway 
edmonton@metronews.ca 


Juno award-winning Mari¬ 
anas Trench’s Matt Webb got 
a taste for solo music in 2008 
when he debuted his first 
solo, Bad Girl. 

Now, the guitarist is com¬ 


ing back for more with his 
new single Right Direction, 
which was released in Febru¬ 
ary. 

“This time around with 
the second single, 1 had a 
much better idea of what 1 
wanted it to sound like. It’s 
more cohesive and guitar 
based and a little different 
from what 1 do daily with 
Marianas Trench. It’s closer 
to what 1 heard growing up 
— that driving music where 
you can hear imperfections 
in the instruments, not 
something that is over pro¬ 
duced. 1 literally put a mic 
up to a guitar amp and went 
through the song,” explains 
Webb. 


Where Marinas Trench 
has a resident song writer, 
Webb found himself taking a 
different creative approach. 

“In terms of the actual 
song coming together, 1 al¬ 
ways work on the music 
first. Some people start with 
the lyrics and build the song 
around that. 1 start the gui¬ 
tar parts and go from there,” 
he says. “If people read be¬ 
tween the lines on the songs, 
they will get a better sense of 
who 1 am.” 

“I’m excited and nervous 
to show people new stuff. 1 
was pleasantly surprised 
with how supportive people 
were,” says Webb. 

“The thing about music 


listeners today is that they 
aren’t obsessed with one 
genre in particular, they just 
like good music, so 1 just try 
to give them good songs. 1 
am fortunate to have a built- 
in fan base from Marianas 
Trench who will at least give 
this a shot.” 

While the emo-rock per¬ 
former has a sense of life on 
the road with his home-base 
band, Webb admits that he’s 
a bit of a fish out of water 
when it comes to touring 
solo. 

“1 can’t really hide in the 
shadows any more as the gui¬ 
tar player. So, I’ve been prac¬ 
tising my stage banter and 
moves in the mirror,” Webb 


Details 


• Date. Webb takes the 
stage March 21 at Avenue 
Theatre (9030 Ii8 Ave.) 

• All ages show. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. 

• Tickets. Cost $20 and 
are available from 
avenuetheatre.ca. 


says with a laugh. “This tour 
is a nice way to interact with 
the audience and have the 
opportunity to get out in the 
crowd after the show.” 



Edmonton 

WOJVIAN’S SHOW 


Girls~fun 

A LAVISH WEEKEND 
of LIVING, LAUGHING & LEARNING 

*12 General Admission *10 Students/Seniors Buy your tickets online at www.womanshow.com/tickets 

Imetn 


r 

STAYING SANE 

DANCING DEMOS 

FIND HAPPINESS 

Lighthearted talk by 

Join in with Edmonton & District 

With tips from 

Dr. Ronnajevne 

Square Dance Association 

Elizabeth Manuel 


9am - 5pm 11am - 5pm 

Edmonton EXPO Centre 
(HALLB) 

For more info caU: ^ _ 

just 
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id 
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Cory & 
Jody iVIitic 
from the 
Race Canada 

to change without notice. 
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Alexander Ludwig is Bjorn to be wild 



Q&A. Vikings star talks 
about playing a young 
warrior — and why 
Bjorn would kick Cato's 
butt in a fight 


MEREDITH 

ENGEL 

Metro World News 

You might know Canadian ac¬ 
tor Alexander Ludwig as Cato, 
the ill-fated brutish Career 
tribute in The Hunger Games. 
Now, he’s taking on another 
tough-guy role, that of bold 
and bestial Bjorn, son of 
young warrior Ragnar, in sea¬ 
son two of Histoiy’s Vikings. 

“1 think Bjorn is kind of a 
diamond in the rough,” says 
Ludwig. “He’s really got a 
good heart. He can be vicious 
and he can be mean — he was 
known to be an incredible 
warrior — but deep down he 
does have a heart of gold.” 

Were you nervous about join¬ 
ing an already established 
cast? 

Yeah, it’s always a httle intimi¬ 


dating when you’re joining a 
cast that’s been around, but 
they welcomed (me) with 
open arms and we got along 
super well. 1 had already met 
(my mother and father on the 
show) back in Los Angeles, so 
when 1 got back to Ireland we 
were just reuniting. 

Did you know much about 
Vikings before joining the 
show? 

No, and 1 think that’s why Vi¬ 
kings is doing so well — it is a 
part of histoiy that not a lot of 
people know about, so there’s 
veiy httle to go off 

What are the challenges of 
playing someone who’s so 
long gone? 

I think there’s a lot more 
freedom just because it was 
so long ago. There’s veiy httle 
for me to go off of I think 
the only pressure really came 
from the fact that the charac¬ 
ter has already been estab- 
hshed in the first season, so 1 
took it upon myself to really 
ensure that there were certain 
fundamentals that 1 wanted 
to stay consistent with my 
character, hke the depth of his 


character and his earnestness. 

Bjorn was a very power¬ 
ful Viking and he was able to 
command a lot of attention 
at a young age. 1 think a lot of 
that has to come from the fact 
that he was veiy sincere and 


he rarely smiled — when he 
did it really meant something. 
Eveiything he did had a 
purpose and in that way he 
was also a very intellectual 
and loving person. 1 wanted to 
keep that depth to him, but 


also, four years have gone by 
since you last saw him and a 
lot can change, so 1 wanted 
also to show that maturity to 
him now. 

Who would win in a fight 


Quoted 


“It really just makes it 
so much easier as an 
actor; you don’t have to 
pretend to be a Viking 
at all. The sets are so 
exceptional and the 
clothing is so real you 
already feel you're in it.” 

Alexander Ludwig on the costumes in 
Vikings 


between Bjorn and Cato? 

Bjorn would win. He’s just so 
vicious. 1 think a lot of people 
were confused about why 
Vikings were so great, and 
why they would always win 
their battles — the equipment 
they carried wasn’t nearly as 
good as what eveiybody else 
carried, but they were still 
able to prevail, and they had 
less people but they still were 
able to prevail. 

The reason is, they didn’t 
fear death. To them, this was 
just the beginning, and once 
you died honorably you went 
on to another life. 


What a way to make a livin’. Jane Fonda and 
Lily Tomlin to reunite on Netflix, but no Dolly 



From left, Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin and Dolly Parton pose at the 9 to 5 25th 
Anniversary DVD launch in 2006. Now, Fonda and Tomlin are working 
together on a Netflix show called Grace and Frankie, getty images file 


Jane Fonda disappeared from 
movie screens for 15 years, 
content to do killer ah work 
and step aerobics on the 
small screen. 

She’s not exactly every¬ 
where now, and her choices 
for her comeback have not 
always been, shall we say, 
good (see Monster-in-Law, 
and Georgia Rule with Lind¬ 
say Lohan — though she slew 
as Nancy Reagan in Lee Dan¬ 
iels’ The Butler). 

So now’s the time for 
some real nostalgia: Fonda 
will be reuniting with her 
9 to 5 costar Lily Tomlin for 
Grace and Franlae, a single 
camera comedy about nem¬ 
eses brought together when 
their respective husbands 
announce they’re in love and 
will get married. 

It’s the latest Netflix 
show, meaning you’ll be able 
to either watch the whole 
thing in one glutinous sit or 
abandon it after a single epi¬ 
sode and click on Crocodile 
Dundee II instead. 

Where’s Dolly Parton, 
you ask? She could stand a 
screen comeback, being as 
her last appearance was in 
the gospel-country musical 
Joyful Noise. As such, she 
possibly feels like John Paul 
Jones did when Robert Plant 


and Jimmy Page reunited 
Led Zeppelin without him 
in 1994. But there’s probably 
a perfectly understandable 
reason Parton isn’t joining 
them. And perhaps she’ll 
even make a guest appear¬ 
ance. 


The 13-episode run will 
premiere next year, just in 
time for you to finally power 
through every single one of 
the thousands of TV shows 
Netflix houses that you al¬ 
ways meant to watch. 

MATT PRIGGE/METRO WORLD NEWS 





Just because it always might snow ogam, it 
doesn't mean you can’t start planning your 
sumntor emptoymont strategy. 

Obtain omployablo skills in your dream job 
by offortng employers a wage subsidy to hire 
you for summer emptoyment. 

If you’re a Metis youth between 15-30 years 
old. and going bock to school this fall, having 
difficulty finding a job. or even if you've found 
one, Rupertsland Institute Metis Training to 
Employment services can liolp. We can give 
you assistance you need to land that 
summer job where you can gain employable 
skills and the pay cheque you deserve 
through our Sunvner Student Program. 

Land that dream |ob today... before it melts 

away! 


Ilijrsi If 


IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY 
TO START PLANNING 
FOR YOUR SUMMER 
EMPLOYMENT 

To ipf)ly 0€ for mo€9 information, corttact ttia 
M4U& Einployfnont SarvicM otfica naor you: 

1 -88S-«a-M€TIS n -888-460-3847) 
wwna.nwUaafnploymantca 
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Since 1979 the 
Muppeteers’ magic 
has kept Kermit 
and CO. on top 



Above and beyond. 

Before technology 
made it easier on the 
puppeteers those 
from Jim Henson to 
Frank Oz went to great 
lengths to bring the 
characters alive 



IN 

FOCUS 

Richard Crouse 
scene@metronews.ca 


When The Muppet Movie 
was released in 1979 the 
Muppet Show Fan Club 
pointed out the differences 
between the movie and the 
puppet’s popular television 
show. 

“If you think it’s a 
film version of The Mup¬ 
pet Show, you’re in for a 
surprise. For one thing, it 
doesn’t take place in the 
theatre. 

The Muppet Movie is set 
in the real world — it’s like 
waiting in line at a gas sta¬ 
tion and looking up to find 
Fozzie and Kermit driving 
the next car over.” 

In the subsequent seven 
theatrical Muppet mov¬ 
ies that magic has been 
maintained, but the meth¬ 
ods have changed over the 
years. In 2011’s The Muppet 
Movie all the puppets were 


real, but the way they were 
filmed changed. 

To give the puppets a 
full range of movement the 
puppeteers — or Muppet¬ 
eers as they prefer to be 
called — were often in full 
view of the camera and 
digitally removed in post 
production. 

“We removed the 
puppeteers later,” said 
visual effects artist Max 
Ivins, “so it gave the pup¬ 
peteers a lot more freedom 
in that they didn’t have to 
hide from the camera to do 
everything.” 

It’s a technique used 
in Muppets Most Wanted, 
which sees the furry and 
felt puppets get into trouble 
on a world tour when it 
turns out that Kermit’s 
doppelganger is the world’s 
number one criminal. 

Co-starring with the 
Muppets is Ricky Gervais, 
Ty Burrell and Tina Fey. In 
tire years before computer 
generated imagery, how¬ 
ever, Muppeteers hidden 
from view manipulated all 
the puppets. And it wasn’t 
always so comfortable. 

Everyone remembers 
Kermit sitting on a log, 
playing his banjo, in the 
middle of a swamp in The 
Muppet Movie, but did you 
know that Jim Henson, Ker¬ 
mit’s creator and operator 
until 1990, was under water 
for the five days it took to 
shoot the scene? 

According to the Mup- 


NORQUEST V 

COLLEGE 



Need a do-over 
on your diploma exam? 


starting this spring, NorQuest College has you covered with new high 
school equivalency exams to replace your mark, now available at our 
downtown campus. Results are ready in just 5 days and are recognized by 
every college and university in Alberta so you can get on with your plans. 

Get your do-over at NorQuest College’s Challenge Exam centre. 


Learn more. 
780.644.6000 


Step Forward 
norquest.ca/do-over 


Devotion 


“I was under the water 
for a week. I had three 
days of scuba training 
and then down I went.” 

Frank Oz, Miss Piggy’s puppeteer 

On the lengths he had to go to for Miss 
Piggy's water ballet scene in The Great 
Muppet Cape. 


pet Fan Club he was wedged 
into a metal tube “under the 
water, under the log, under 
the Frog” while hooked up 
with an air hose, a monitor 
and a rubber sleeve which 
allowed him to manipulate 
the puppet. 

Frank Oz was also sub¬ 
merged for Miss Piggy’s 
water ballet scene in The 
Great Muppet Caper. “1 
was under the water for a 
week,” he says. “1 had three 
days of scuba training and 
then down 1 went.” 

Finally, almost every 
Muppet movie features Ker¬ 
mit riding a bicycle. How 
did they do it in the early 
days? Director James Fraw- 
ley jokes, “1 put him on a 
three-wheeler until he got 
his balance, and then 1 put 
him on the two-wheeler.” 

In fact, the effect was 
achieved by intercutting long 
shots using a Kermit marion¬ 
ette and close-ups with a hand 
puppet operated by Henson 
who rode along with the bike 
on a low-rolling dolly. 


A swine time was had 


MissPiggy 

hcmdlespress 

yMwordne 

p&iecdon 

1 have a secret to tell you that 1 
think Miss Piggy would rather 
remain undisclosed. The 
blonde bombshell, that por¬ 
cine paradigm of perfection, 
was in Toronto on Tuesday 


to do some press for her new 
film Muppets Most Wanted, 
and sit in for a press confer¬ 
ence hosted by moi. like 
eveiyone else 1 had heard the 
stories. The word diva comes 
up a lot when Miss Piggy 
is discussed. She has a No 
Competing Diva clause in her 
contracts and has even written 
a book titled The Diva Code. 

In the film she does a duet 
with Celine Dion, and when 
asked who was the biggest 


prima donna on set she 
snapped back, “Well, naturally 
moi.” I’m here to tell you it’s 
not true. She was on time, 
primped and ready to go and 
had veiy funny answers to all 
the questions. She admits to 
enjoying “making a state¬ 
ment wherever she goes,” 
and Tuesday’s presser was no 
exception. When 1 asked her 
if she got star struck arormd 
co-stars Tina Fey and Ricky 
Gervais, she said it’s others 


who get star struck by her, be¬ 
fore adding, “others are struck 
by a star if they get between 
moi and the camera.” The 
only hint of diva-ish behaviour 
came when she was asked 
who could portray her in a bio- 
pic. “Moi, of course,” she said, 
but later when asked if she 
knew she was a gay icon she 
rephed, in a most un-diva-like 
way, “Fm an icon to anyone 
who will have moi!” 

RICHARD CROUSE 
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M.I.A. ALL PHOTOS GETTY IMAGES 


Millions NFL is seeking 
from rapper still M.I.A. 


Rapper M J A.’s feud with the 
NFL isn’t going away, as the 
sports league has apparently 
been after her for two years to 
pay a $1.5 million US fine for 
flipping the bird during the 
2012 halftime show, according 
to the Hollywood Reporter. 

And on top of that, the NH. 
is apparently looking for an 
additional $15.1 million US as 
“restitution” because of how 
much exposure the incident 
garnered M.1 A The NFL 
maintains that her stunt was a 
“flagrant disregard for the val¬ 
ues that form the cornerstone 
of the NFL brand and the Super 


Bowl” and that she breached 
an agreement to maintain the 
league’s “reputation of whole 
someness,” a charge her legal 
team finds laughable. “The 
claim for restitution lacks any 
basis in law, fact or logic,” her 
reps says. “The continued pur¬ 
suit of this proceeding is trans¬ 
parently an exercise by the NFL 
intended to buUy and make an 
example of (M.1A) for daring 
to challenge the NFL.” The 
rapper at least has a sense of 
humour about it, asking fellow 
halftime show performer 
Madonna if she could borrow 
$16 million in a tweet that was 
later deleted. 



LiLo’ssexlist 

Bloomingwith 

names 


THE 

« A WORD 

Dorothy Robinson 
scene® metronews.ca 


Eveiyone! Important news! 
More names on Lindsay 
Lohan’s sex list have been 
revealed! And yes, you will 
want to know who they are. 

Earher in the month, 1 
told you about In Touch’s 
“world exclusive” report, in 
which the mag somehow 
got a hold of Lindsay Lohan’s 
handwritten conquest list. 
Heath Ledger, Adam Levine, 
Zac Efron, Justin Timber- 
lake, Joaquin Phoenix, 


Cohn Farrell, Evan Peters, 
Wilmer Valderrama and 
Jamie Doman all made the 
cut, for better or worse. 
However, some of the names 
were blanked out for what 
eveiyone assumed were legal 
reasons — but now we know 
it was just a clever way for 
In Touch to drag the story on 
for as long as possible. 

The new batch of names 
include Ashton Kutcher, 
Orlando Bloom, Benicio Del 
Toro, Ryan Philhppe, rugby 
player Danny Cipriani, NHL 
player Aaron Voros and 
director Josh Mond. So, there 
you go. Eveiyone famous 
who Lindsay Lohan has had 
sex with. The only person 
who is missing is Danny 
DeVito. And at this point, 
he probably didn’t make it 
because she couldn’t figure 
out how to spell DeVito. 


Csolangeknowles 

Think'n about adding "this is shade" to all my 
tweets that r actually shade, in the way u have 
to add "this is sponsored" to avoid 
confusion 


(§AnnaKendrick47 • • • 

Heyfellow humans, when u see me out picking up 
prescriptions and want to get a photo, can u be 
super cool and just not do that? Thank 
you!! 

Cpattonoswalt • • • 

"That Sherlock Cumberbatch man could find the 
^ Malaysian plane in 5 minutes." - someone's mom, 
probably 


Is Schwartzman’s pooch 
really a service dog? 


Every dog owner has had a 
momentaiy flash of jealousy 
toward service dogs. Why does 
someone else get to bring his 
dog inside a restaurant, they 
thmk, while my precious baby 
has to wait in the car? Such 
is their love for their pooches 
that some owners even create 
false service dog badges and 
jackets for their darlings — 
temptingly easy to do, espe¬ 
cially since dogs in outfits are 
always adorable. Now, it seems 
that Jason Schwartzman’s dog 
Arrow has temporarily joined 
the service dog ranks. 

Grand Budapest Hotel star 
Schwartzman was recently in 
Austin for SXSW, with French 
bulldog Arrow in tow. Master 
and pup were spotted in the 
Austin aii^ort preparing to 
board a flight, and Arrow was 
wearing a service dog badge, 
according to Page Six. 

So what 
service 
is A- 



Jason Schwartzman 


row providing to Schwartz¬ 
man? Hard to say. Service 
dogs are used for a variety of 
conditions, not all of which 
are visible to the naked eye. 
However, there are numerous 
photos of Schwartzman and 
Arrow out and about together, 
with no sign of a service badge 
in sight. Maybe Arrow’s a re¬ 
cent grad from his training — 
or maybe Schwartzman just 
didn’t want to relegate 
his fiiriy friend to a 

crate. 





*Points are issued according to the net pre-tax purchase totai of eiigibie products after redemptions and discounts and before taxes using a vaiid Shoppers Optimum Card®. Exciudes prescription purchases, Shoppers Optimum Bonus Points®, RBC® Shoppers Optimum® MasterCard® points and points associated 
with RBC® Shoppers Optimum Banking Account, products that contain codeine, non-pointable items, tobacco products (where applicable), lottery tickets, passport photos, stamps, transit tickets and passes, event tickets, gift cards, prepaid phone cards, prepaid card products and Shoppers Home Health Care® 
locations. Offer applies to photofinishing services that are picked up and paid for on the day of the offer only. Not to be used in conjunction with any other Shoppers Optimum Points® promotions or offers. See cashier for details. ® 911979 Alberta Ltd. 
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Keeping it Kari and collected 



“The only thing that tires me is when I’m bored. 
Boredom is the most tiring thing. Perhaps people 
have boring lives. I have no time for that, eh?” 


The shades of 
showmanship. In the 

wake of his new flagship 
store opening and 
perfume launch, we sat 
down with Karl Lagerfeld 
to talk about street style, 
scents and his ever¬ 
growing list of projects 


KENYA 

HUNT 

Metro World News 

‘This is why I don’t do selfies. 
I hate selfies! It’s too wide, it’s 
too wide! Take the light away. 
Okay, I’ll go to the shelf over 
there,’ Karl Lagerfeld says. 

We’re in a hotel suite in 
Mayfair, London, and I’m fol¬ 
lowing him from one comer 
of the room to another as we 
search for good fighting and 
the right angle for the perfect 
selfie. 

‘Oh wait,’ he gives my 
iPhone back to me, ‘Please 
turn it. I can only see you. I can 
take a selfie of you, hmmm?’ 
Karl then settles for a softly fit 
spot next to a bookshelf 

He looks remarkably spiy 
and energetic considering that 
he’s just gotten off a plane 
from Paris for a quick trip 
here to celebrate the launch 
of his first flagship store in the 
UK for his eponymous cloth¬ 
ing fine and his new perfume 
range, which is now available 
in stores globally. 

He plans to fly back as soon 
as the parties are over. (‘He 
doesn’t like to be away from 
Choupette for too long,’ one 
of his team members tells me.) 
But first there is an interview 
to do and selfies to take. ‘I 
think they’re electronic mas¬ 
turbation,’ he says. But he does 
one for us anyway. 

You’ve opened a new store 


Death to all things dull 


and launched a new per¬ 
fume. This is a big week for 
you. 

This is a big week but I’m used 
to this kind of week so I don’t 
consider them really big. For 
me it’s a normal week. I do so 
many things at the same time. 
I do photos. I work on the 
collections to come, cmise and 
all that. For me, something 
like a launch in Paris is almost 
like recreation for me. Because 
it’s different from the normal 


daily discipline and work. 

Well, 1 think that in addition 
to bottling your perfume you 
should bottle your energy 
and sell that in your stores. 

Yes, but I need it myself so I 
can’t sell those bottles, hmm? 
My energy in a way improved 
with age. When I was very 
young I had veiy low blood 
pressure and was tired all the 
time. Now, I’m just tired to 
go to bed and sleep. But I’m 



not tired in the rest of the day. 
The only thing that tires me is 
when I’m bored. Boredom is 
the most tiring thing. Perhaps 
people have boring fives. I 
have no time for that, eh? 

Your clothes are obvious hits 
on the street style circuit. 
What do you say to those 
who argue that street style 
culture has gone too far? 

This is a fake problem. 
Everything changes. I think 
in today’s world there’s also 
big change in magazines and 
in the collections. We five in 
the middle of change. Look at 
how the world has changed 
since this and all that. The 
computer has changed it all. 
Fashion is about change and 
the world is about change too. 
The changes in the world are 
not as quick as the changes 
in fashion. But we are in the 
middle of a huge change. I say, 
don’t compare the present to 
the past if you want to survive 
happily in the next period. 

You have to adapt. Times don’t 
have to adapt to you. And then 
you start to say, ‘Oh the good 
old days’. And then you’re 
over. 

Before we go, any dos and 
don’ts for habitual perfume 
wearers? 

I wear several perfumes at the 
same time. You know why? 
Because if you only use one 
you don’t smell it anymore. 
And then you put so much on 



that other people nearly faint 
when they see you, while you 
don’t think you smell at all. 

So it’s good for the nose to 
change. And then there are 
perfumes that I like to put on 
sheets and curtains. 

Where do you normally like 
to wear it? Behind the ear, on 
your wrist? 

Only on the clothes. Never on 
the skin. That’s not the best 
thing to do. Even today it’s less 
dangerous than in the past. In 
the past it was dangerous you 
know? In the past if you used 
bergamot and then went into 
the sun, you got sun spots. 
That’s why women used to 
put it behind the ears because 
it’s a place that the sun won’t 
touch. I hate to have sun spots 
on my hands, that’s why I 
wear the gloves. You have to 
take care of these things, you 
know? You don’t have this 
kind of problem but I have. 

Karl! You’ve done so many 
things. 

Never enough. 

You once said that you would 
never put your name to toilet 
paper. 

I haven’t been proposed with 
that kind of project yet and I 
don’t think it’s that chic but 
it’s stuff eveiybody needs so 
that could change my mind. 


Trends Report 


a 


Ugly shoes are 
set to be the next 
big trend this spring, seen all 
over the runways at Milan and 
Paris fashion weeks. Go online 
to Trends Report and take a 
look at the ‘ugly’ shoes, which 
seem to go after comfort first, 
and let me know — would you 
choose heels or step into a 
pair of these? 


• Online. Follow Irene on 
Twitter at SMetrolreneK 
or Instagram: kuanirene; 
metronews.ca/voices/ 
trends-report 



Twitter 



JEANNE 

SPACE 

Jeanne Beker 
life® metronews.ca 


TWITTER HAS BECOME A COOL AND SUCCINCT WAY OF COMMUNICATING. IT ALLOWS ME TO 
BE ACCESSIBLE, INSTANTLY SPEAK MY MIND AND CONNECTS ME WITH ALL IHNDS OF PEOPLE. 
WHETHER IT’S A FASHION QUESTION OR YOU JUST WANT TO COMMENT ON LIFE’S BIGGER 
PICTURE, I’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 



Photo: Getty Images 
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Ceiling the deal with colour 
that hits the high spots 


White isn’t the only 
option. Colourful 
ceiling exceptions to 
the blank canvas rule 



DESIGN 

CENTRE 

Karl Lohnes 
home@metronews.ca 


I am re-painting the inside 
of my house this spring and 
rd like to paint the ceilings 
a colour other than white. 
What are the designer rules? 
— Caren Lim, Vancouver 

I’m sure you’ve often heard 
that ceihngs should always 
be painted white, as it helps 
bounce natural hght down 
into the room and offers visual 
relief from all the other col¬ 
ours and patterns in a room. 
That decorator rule holds true 
most of the time, but there 
are a few exceptions when 
changing up the colour of the 
ceihng has some advantages. 

Extra-high ceilings 

An extra-high ceiling in a 
small room can make a room 
feel smaller as it throws the 
proportion of the room off, 
giving it the cracker-jack box 
effect. Painting the ceiling 
(and any crown moldings) the 
same colour as the walls will 
help to visually lower the ceil¬ 
ing and soften the edge from 
wall to ceiling. 

Vaulted rooms 

Angled ceilings and walls are 
often features on the upper 
floors of older homes. A trick 



White walls: Trick the eye by adding tall headboard wainscotting and 
painting the wall above and the ceiling in a great colour, contributed 


Generous to a vault 


Painting the ceiling 
(and any crown mold¬ 
ings) the same colour 
as the walls will help to 
visually lower the ceil¬ 
ing and soften the edge 
from wall to ceiling. 


to take away the angles is to 
paint the walls, angled areas 
and ceiling the same colour. 
Wallpapering eveiything with 
a small patterned print will 
also help visually take away 
any distinct angles. Another 
trick is to add tall headboard 
wainscotting to the walls, 
then paint the remaining top 
wall space and ceiling a great 
colour. 

A room with dark walls 

Whenever I paint a veiy dark 
room (like a cranberiy red 
dining room or navy blue 
family room) I paint the ceil¬ 
ing a much lighter version of 
the floor colour. For example, 
if the wood floors in a dining 
room are golden oak, then 
I’d paint the ceilings a very 
pale golden taupe colour. This 
helps take away that crisp 
light-to-dark edge that would 
happen with dark walls and 
white ceiling. It softens the 
feeling of the room and helps 
to create a nice glow in the 
room. Using a gloss paint with 
dramatic wall colours can also 
add a touch of glamour and is 
becoming a big trend. 

Wallpaper on a ceiling 

The only time I have ever 


seen wallpaper work well on 
a ceiling is when a gold or sil¬ 
ver-leafed paper was applied, 
giving the ceiling a sheen 
and lux touch. This looks ex¬ 
ceptionally great in dramatic 
rooms like dining, powder 
or bedrooms where silver or 


gold metal tones are used. 

In basements 

A veiy-barely-there blue is a 
great option as it keeps the 
room feeling bright. Blue is 
also a reflective colour that 
helps brighten dingy spaces. 




Come together: Papering ceilings and walls in a small patterned print 
minimizes angles, contributed 


Blow away the cobwebs 


Spring-cleaning 
senses tingling? 
Tackle those walls 

It’s easy to pass by walls 
and woodwork every day 
without a second glance, 
but spring-cleaning season 
is a great time to give them 
the attention they deserve. 

“ft doesn’t have to be 
as difficult of a job as it 
sounds,” said Amy Panos, 
senior editor at Better 
Homes and Gardens. 

Once you have a fresh 
coat of paint, lightly dust 
the walls about every three 


months, Panos said. 

“You don’t need to get a 
bucket and soap and sponge 
and completely wash down 
the walls,” she said. “Make 
it easy on yourself by get¬ 
ting a tool with an exten¬ 
sion pole so that you can 
stand on the ground and 
take care of the job in just 
a few minutes rather than 
having to drag out a ladder.” 

Clean the ceiling first, 
with a dust-attracting 
microfiber mop on the 
extension pole for smooth 
ceilings, or a slightly damp 
paint roller on the pole for 
a popcorn ceiling, she said. 
The walls can be cleaned 
from top to bottom with 


the mop (diy or slightly 
damp), and the baseboards 
hand-cleaned with a micro¬ 
fibre cloth. 

“Keeping the environ¬ 
ment as dust-free as pos¬ 
sible is helpful for a good 
interior air quality,” Panos 
said. 

Grech recommends 
regular cleaning where 
dusts collects, such as on 
baseboards, as well as on 
window ledges where it can 
mix with moisture and turn 
into a mess. 

“You want to clean the 
areas that are getting a little 
bit more abused to keep it 
fresh,” she said. 
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$100 

Rebate 

when you 
purchase' 
Duette® 
honeycomb 


Now 2 locations! 

South Edmonton Common 
1915-98 Street • 780-488-3456 
New Sherwood Park store 
110, 8005 Emerald Drive 
780-464-2366 

www.artistryblinds.com 


t Purchase 3 Duette® honeycomb shades and receive a $100 rebate. 

Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll 
receive an extra $25 for each. To learn more about Duette®. please visit 
hunterdouglas.ca. Valid at participating dealers only. ‘Effortless Style rebate 
will be issued in the form of a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® 
Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of Hunt DiversifiedMarketing 
Inc. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American 
Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank 
of Canada under license from American Express. 
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Rehab your rubbish 


DIY. Give wooden 
salvage a second life 
with four ideas that 
turn junk into gems 


Every homeowner is guilty 
of abandoning old home 
furnishings that were left to 
collect dust. Don’t wait any 
longer to rescue your for¬ 
gotten gems from the dust 
bunnies in the back of your 
closet, attic or garage. Con¬ 
sider transforming odds and 
ends into helpful household 
items which can be both 
cost effective and practical. 
You may discover that even 
the most seemingly use¬ 
less items can be functional 
again with a little inspiration 
and a touch of creativity. 


Salvage Dawgs 


• For more DIY ideas on 
salvaging old finds, tune 
into Salvage Dawgs, 
Tuesdays at 930 p.m. on 
DIY Network Canada. 


4 ways to repurpose household items 


When opportunity knocks 

Give your morning coffee and 
newspaper a place to relax by 
repurposing an old wooden door 
into a new coffee table. First, 
sand down the wood to ensure 
that there are 
no rough areas 
that may cause 
splinters or 
harm and then 
either paint or 
stain the wood. 
Next, salvage 
legs of the same 
length from old 
furniture, or 
make your own, 
and attach them 
to the bottom. 
Choose a rustic 
look by leaving 
it bare, or give it 
a sophisticated 
touch with the 
addition of a 
glass top. 


Solve your window panes 

Never 
forget 
to pick 
up gro- 
cerie s 
again 
by turn¬ 
ing a 
plain 
window 
frame 
into a 
ve r s a- 
tile cork 
board. 
U s e 
double¬ 
sided tape to fasten cork behind 
the window frame and mount it 
on a wall in your home. Use push 
pins to post notes, grocery lists 
and reminders as well as pictures 
to add a personal touch to your 
home. For additional conven¬ 
ience, consider adding a shelf to 
set down your house and car keys. 




Stairway to spick and span 

Organize your front hall area 
and impress your guests by 
showing off a new convenient 
coat rack created from an old 
stairway banister. Simply coat 
the wood with a splash of paint, 
attach the banister to a sturdy 
stand, add some hooks, and 
you’ll have a new home for coats 
and accessories. 



Shutter the clutter 



If your 
mail pile 
is may- 
h e m , 
consid¬ 
er the 
shutter 
solution 
by con¬ 
verting 
wooden 
window 
shutters 
into a 
practical 
mail and 
letter 
holder. 

The shutter solution is a great 
way to give your home a pop of 
colour or to experiment with 
stencilling for a unique design. 
Once you have decided on the de¬ 
sign, mount the shutter to your 
desired area and watch the clut¬ 
tered chaos disappear. 


ALL PHOTOS ISTOCK 







FINAL PHASE 

NOW SELLING 


t. 


Have it all 

in Hampton Pointe 


Exclusive Builder Group 

Bedrock Homes 780-756-1038 
Dolce Vita Homes 780-756-3403 

Showhome Hours 

Monday to Thursday: 3 - 8pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 12 - 5pm 



HamptonPointe.ca 
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Let it all hang 
art at home 


Frame of mind. Master 
a few picture-hanging 
skills and you’ll be 
playing to the gallery 


How art and pictures are 
hung can change the way a 
space looks, but placing and 
hanging pieces properly re¬ 
quires a bit of skill. 

Interior designer Shelley 
Kirsch says the most import¬ 
ant step in putting up art in a 
home is to make sure it is at 
the right height. 

Height matters 

“It’s a good idea if you are 
hanging a piece to get it so 
the centre of the picture is at 
eye level,” she says. 

If a piece is hung too high, 
Kirsch says, it can be disori¬ 
enting to the viewer. 

Putting a photo or paint¬ 
ing above a couch requires 
considering the height of 
people sitting below it. 

According to Kirsch, a 
homeowner should get a per¬ 
son of average height to sit 
on the couch and then meas¬ 
ure 23 centimetres above 
and make a mark, which is 
where the base of the frame 
should be. 

“If people are trying to 
hang something over a sofa 
they have to make sure 
when someone is sitting on 
the sofa their head won’t 
be hitting the picture,” says 
Kirsch. 


See the light 

Before a homeowner puts the 
art on the wall, Kirsch recom¬ 
mends looking at how the sur¬ 
rounding hghting will shine 
on the piece. 

“Make sure when you are 
hanging your art the hghting 
that is shining on the piece 
isn’t bisecting or trisecting it,” 
she says. “You have to be con¬ 
scious about how light is re¬ 
flecting in the area where the 
piece is being hung. What you 
want to do is try to get an even 
arch. If you are dealing with 
pot hghts hke most people 
are, you want to make sure the 
whole image is being washed, 
not just a portion of it.” 

On the level 

When it comes to making 
sure your painting is straight, 
Jenny Martin recommends 
using two hooks to make sure 
the piece doesn’t slump. 

“You can use a level to help 
make sure the piece is straight, 
and there are specific tools on 
the market to help hang art, 
but I don’t know if they are 
that great,” says the Victoria 
interior designer. “If you are 
using a wire on the back of a 
piece of art, that leaves more 
room for it to swing and move 
around which isn’t going to 
keep it as straight, which is 
why I recommend using two 
fixed hooks.” 

Group dynamic 

Instead of the traditional look 
of photos centred in a linear 
line on the wall, many home- 
owners are choosing to group 


Easels, tracks and rails 


While the most common 
way to put a piece up on a 
wall is with a hammer and 
hook, there are many other 
products such as gallery-style 
tracks, which allow home- 
owners more flexibility with 
changing pieces. 


• “There are other hanging 
systems that don't make 
marks on the wall that are 
adjustable,” says Jenny 
Martin. “Easels can be 
fun as well, making larger 
pieces a sculptural ele¬ 
ment. 


• “Picture rails are also fun. 
You use pieces of trim and 
make a ledge that you 
can set pieces on and lean 
them against the wall.” 


multiple pieces together to 
create a collage-type feature. 

Martin says homeowners 
should take time to map out 
the grouping they are going 
for before they start putting 
nails in the wall, and to pick 
a common theme among the 
pieces. “If you keep one ele¬ 
ment constant throughout the 
grouping it creates a great ef¬ 
fect,” she says. “You could have 
a whole bunch of coloured 
frames, but all the prints are 
black and white, or you could 
have frames that are the same 
colour but are different pro¬ 
files, sizes and mouldings.” 
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PAISLEY 

AT HERITAGE VALLEY 

A NEW kind of 
community is taking 
shape in Southwest 
Edmonton. 

Paisley is an innovative and 
affordable connnnunity with 
a blend of homestyles that 
appeal to both traditional and 
modern architectural tastes. With 
townhomes and duplexes nestled 
seamlessly among single family 
homes on quiet walkable streets, 
Paisley is the first community 
of its kind in Edmonton. 

Stay informed and sign up 
for community updates at 
PaisleyCommunity.com 




Featuring Showhomes 
by award winning builders: 

Now Open 

^ Brookfield Residential 

Laned Duplexes 

Coming Soon 

W Brookfield Residential 

Front Drive Duplexes 

W Coventry Homes 
Home by Avi 

Front Garage Homes 

W Daytona Homes Master Builder 
Innovations by dayman 

Laned Single Family Homes 

W Innovations by dayman 

Townhomes 


DISCOVER (2^ DIFFERENCE 

PaisleyCommunity.conn 


Brookfield Residential 

The Best Places to Call Home 
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In the twinkling of a cacti 



Unusual bloom. 

Flowering easy-to-grow 
cactus likes lots of water 


The biggest problem with 
growing orchid cacti is figur¬ 
ing out just what they are. 

They are cacti, but are not 
spiny. Their spectacular blos¬ 
soms are neither orchids nor 
orchid-hke. 

Sometimes orchid cacti 
are called epiphyllums, which 
is also the botanical name of 
some orchid cacti. The word 
epiphyllum means “on the 
leaf” and refers to the way the 
fiowers just pop out from the 
edges of the ... well, they look 
hke leaves but they’re really 
just flattened stems. 

Enough with the semantics! 
The important thing is that 
fat flower buds on my orchid 
cacti’s stems are about to burst 
open into spectacular white, 
pink or scarlet blossoms. And 
coaxing forth these blossoms 
requires veiy httle effort. 

This cactus likes moisture 

Although orchid cacti, or epies 


What's in name 


• Epiphyllums and related 
species were first hybrid¬ 
ized in England about 
1830. 


• At first, the only colours 
available were whites, 
pinks and reds, not much 
of a limitation given the 
drama of the blossoms. 
Humans will be humans 
though, and in 1950, 
breeding efforts brought 
forth the first yellow 
orchid cactus, called 
Reward. 


• Epies have been so hy¬ 
bridized that many now 
have few or no epiphyl¬ 
lum genes in them. 


(short for epiphyllums) as they 
are sometimes called, are true 
cacti, they are not native to 
deserts but to lush, tropical 
jungles. There, they nestle into 
forks in tree branches or into 
rock crevices where enough 
humus has accumulated to re¬ 


tain moisture. 

The plants enjoy soils that 
are both well-drained and re¬ 
tain moisture. Use standard 
potting mix with a httle extra 
perhte for drainage; you could 
also make up a mix using peat 
moss, compost, and perhte or 
sand. 


Here, out of the jungle, the 
plants look right at home in 
hanging baskets, from which 
their arching, flattened stems, 
scalloped along the edges, can 
swoop up and out as fountains 
of greeneiy. 

In contrast to the night¬ 
blooming cereus cactus, an 


epiphyllum species that is 
spectacular and fragrant the 
few nights that it blossoms, 
the flattened, green stems of 
orchid cactus are nice to look 
at year round. 

Give them a rest 

In return for fiowers, which 


last for weeks but usually ap¬ 
pear only once a year, epies 
ask for regular watering, oc¬ 
casional fertilizer and, once 
a year, a rest. The one period 
when epies should not be wat¬ 
ered is, conveniently, begin¬ 
ning in fall when they begin 
their annual rest. 

To set flower buds, the 
plants also allegedly need to 
experience the naturally long 
nights of autumn and winter, 
so they mustn’t be interrupted 
by artificial fight after dark. 
You can put your plants in a 
bright window in a cool comer 
of a basement, for instance, 
and forget about them until 
ready to bring them upstairs 
and let water and warmth 
bring on the fiowers. Merely 
not watering them at all from 
the time they are brought in¬ 
doors in autumn is sufiicient 
to induce flower buds. Swell¬ 
ing flower buds indicate that 
it’s time to start watering 
again. 

In summer, the plants like 
being outdoors in filtered 
shade such as they might enjoy 
in their native haunts. 
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HUDSON PARK 

GRAND OPENING 


Saturday, March 22 & 

Sunday, March 23 from 12-4pm 

Free food and treats for the whole family! 
Free gift cards for all who attend!’^ 

With homes starting from the $430s, 
you can have it all in Hudson Park. 




CAMERON 

HOMES 


XJoCccl/afo ^ 


HUDSON 

PARK 


Enter to 


* Conditions apply. 
While supplies last. 


BEAVERBROOK 



homesinhudson.ca 




















Mortgage 
Interest Rate 
now only 
2.97% 4-Year 
Fixed Rate 


Apply today for a TD Mortgage 

With various mortgage interest rates, terms and 
special offers, you can find the mortgage that's 
right for you. 


Visit a branch or 

tdcanadatrust.com/mortgagerates 


TD 


Banking can be 
this comfortable. 


2.99% APR 


The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on a $350,000 mortgage, 25 year amortization period and a property appraisal fee of $300. 
The mortgage interest rate includes a discount off of the 4-Year Closed Fixed Term Mortgage interest posted rate. Mortgage interest rate 
calculated semi-annually, not in advance. Applies to residential real estate. Funding must be completed within 120 days of application. 
Some conditions apply, (iffer may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice. ®The TD logo and other trade-marks are 
the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 











HOUSING SALES STRONGER THAN EXPECTED 



IN WESTERN CANADA 

The extreme winter weather — polar 
vortex and all — has taken a toll on home 
sales nationally, as buyers keep home 
shopping plans on ice until the big spring 
melt. 

Despite the slight decline in home 
sales (down 3.3 per cent from January 
to December 2013) and flat numbers for 
new listings across the country, prices 
are still up 914 per cent nationally — 
the average Canadian home will cost 
$391,000 in 2014. 

It’s different in Western Canada, 
where prices and sales activity are 
stronger than expected. The Canadian 
Real Estate Association (CREA) reports 
the country’s biggest gains in B.C., with 
that province forecasting 8.4 per sales 
increases in 2014, while most other 
provinces have modest growth of two to 
four per cent. 

“Most housing markets are well- 
balanced, including many large urban 
centres,” says Gregory Klump, CREA’s 
chief economist. “Housing price gains 


are always stronger in places where sup¬ 
ply is tight, relative to demand, such as 
we’re seeing in Calgary.” 

Calgary is expected to see year-over- 


year price growth of 8.98 per cent in 
2014, but lack of choice in single-family 
homes means it’s the condo sector that 
is surging there. 


“Consumers looking for more afford¬ 
able product turned to Calgary’s condo¬ 
minium market, the only sector to record 
growth in new listings compared to 
January 2013,” says Calgary Real Estate 
Board president Bill Kirk. 

In major markets like Vancouver, 
detached house and condo prices con¬ 
tinue to rise, with experts pointing to an 
attractive lifestyle, scarce inventory and 
wealthy immigrant buyers helping fuel 
demand. But with prices there approach¬ 
ing $1 million for a single-family homes, 
many are priced out of the market. 

Canadian housing is overvalued, 
experts agree, predicting a much needed 
correction in home prices by up to 20 per 
cent over the next five years. For many 
buyers, the only answer remains the 
condo market, up 3.7 per cent in Greater 
Vancouver over the past year, but still 
affordable at $371,500 on average. 

In Edmonton, the average condo 
selling price was up 3.2 per cent, with 
that market predicted to remain active in 
2014. A slight slowdown in all sectors is 
predicted for Saskatchewan in 2014-15. 

- Lucy Haines 



WHO ARE WE? 


Red Door Venture Group 
IS a multi-faceted firm dedicated 
to real estate developers that are 
looking to make their mark 
in the booming province of 
Saskatdiewan. 


Our commitment is to produce 
turn-key developments for dienls 
from land dcquisitk>n to concept 
and design to sales. We have an 
easy all-service system available 
to our clients. 


Whether you are a long-term 
Saskatchewan developer or a 
new developer interested in 
Saskatchewan, we are the 
ones to turn to. 


‘The Best Boutique Marketing 
Group For Developers Within 
Saskatchewan 


RED DOOR VENTURE GROUP 

306.525.6527 


WWW RedDoorVentureGroup.ca 


Suite *110E 2201 11' Ave 
Regina. Saskatchewan 
S4P 0J8 


WE TURN 

IDEAS 

'% INTO 

I 


TURNING GOOD IDEAS INTO PROFIT 


THE RED DOOR 
VENTURE GROUP 

For real estate developers and industry insid¬ 
ers, Saskatchewan’s solid economic founda¬ 
tions make it the land of potential growth 
and opportunity. 

“There is real estate potential as far as the 
eye can see in Saskatchewan, and it is poten¬ 
tial that investors should be taking advantage 
of,” says Jaimey Midtdal, spokesperson for 
the Red Door Venture Group. “The amount 
of undeveloped land has attracted real estate 
developers who see a bright future and bur¬ 
geoning economy.” 

The Saskatchewan-based real estate 
marketing company teams up with outstand¬ 
ing local developers to deliver high-quality 
developments across the province, Midtdal 
says. Saskatchewan’s potential for develop¬ 
ment has opened up the real estate market for 
new and innovative opportunities, for both 
developers and buyers. 

“The province’s solid economic founda¬ 
tion has allowed unprecedented growth in 
Saskatchewan, and the real estate market has 
followed suit,” Midtdal says. “It’s growth 
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we’re proud to be a part of. We turn good 
ideas into profit for our customers, while giv¬ 
ing them the tools they need.” 

The Red Door Venture Group works 
with developers throughout their process, 
beginning at the land acquisition stage and 
continuing through to the concept, design, 
and sales stages. 

For more about Red Door Venture Group 
or to schedule a complimentary consultation, 
visit RedDoorVentureGroup.ca. 





























INVEST IN A HOML 
AND YOUR FUTURE 


Sometimes it can be stressful to buy 
a home for the first time, but Rohit 
Communities takes away the hassle and 
eases first-time homebuyers into quality 
homes in already established neighbour¬ 
hoods with The Landings. 

Rohit Communities is building The 
Landings in three unique communities 
in southeast, northeast and southwest 
Edmonton that are all situated in amen¬ 
ity-rich neighbourhoods that are move- 
in ready. The Landings are townhome 
condominiums with up to 1,295 square 
feet offering open-concept floor plans 
and two- or three-bedroom options. 

Rohit Communities has partnered 
with the city of Edmonton and its First 
Place Program to help new homebuyers 
gain financial advantage and transition 
into a new home sooner, says Rohit 
senior marketing co-ordinator Linh 
Pham. 

“This program offers an incredible 
opportunity for first-time homebuyers 
to help them get a few steps ahead in 
home ownership,” Pham says. “These 
communities are surrounded by existing 
established amenities including schools, 
parks, recreation, shopping, entertain¬ 
ment and other services.” 

Two of the three stunning neighbour¬ 
hoods in which Rohit builds qualify for 
the program, including the Casselman 
Landing in northeast Edmonton and the 
Tawa Landing in southeast Edmonton, 
which is almost sold out. 

“The goal is to revitalize these 


SUPERIOR 

FINISHINGS 

Rohit townhomes start in the 
$230,000s and are equipped with 
superior level finishings includ¬ 
ing laminate, tile and granite in 
the kitchen, six appliances and 
landscaping with upgrade option 
opportunities. 

Contact Rohit Communities 
salesperson Lynn for a viewing at 
780-914 1565 or visit rohitcom- 
munities.com for more information 
about The Landings. To learn more 
about the First Place Program, visit 
firstplaceprogram.com. 


mature neighbourhoods by bringing 
in young families who can invest not 
only in a new home, but also a new fu¬ 
ture,” Pham says, adding the program 
is immensely popular. “People want to 
stay in their communities they grew 
up in and we’re giving them the op¬ 
portunity to make that happen.” 
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REDEFINING YOUR FIRST HOME! 


NOW SELLING! Call Lynn at 780.914.1565 

ALSO SELLING TOWNHOMES IN 


RohitCommunities.com 

Edmonton’s 2013 Builder of the Year 


• Now Selling in Northeast Edmonton 

• Townhomes up to 1295 square feet 

• Two or three bedroom plans 

• Laminate, tile, granite in the 
kitchen, appliances, full 
landscaping and more! 

• Live maintenance free year round 

• Close to services, shopping, 
entertainment, transportation, 
schools and parks 


Callaghan Landing I Southwest Edmonton 
Showhome at 1779 Cunningham Drive SW 


Ye owhead Trai 


EDMONTON 


Tawa Landing I Southeast Edmonton 
Over 90% Sold! 


^CASSELMAN 

LANDING 

TOWNHOMES 


FROM THE 


$230,000’S! 
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SYMPHONY HnS ALL THE RIGHT NOTES 



CONTRIBUTED 


It’s being called a masterpiece — a perfect 
arrangement of luxury, culture and nature 
in a unique living space dubbed Symphony 
Tower. And it’s the only new development 
in the Edmonton river valley that will offer 
condos, townhomes and penthouses in one 
27-storey building. 

Nestled in a prime spot in the rolling 
river valley, and adjacent to the historical 
Richard Foote House Building at the corner 
of 106 St. NW and 97 Ave., Symphony 
Tower is set to wow active Edmontonians 
who want to enjoy all of nature’s offer¬ 
ings without compromising on location or 
luxury. 

“It’s as beautiful on the inside as the 
outside,” says Symphony Tower realtor Sara 
Jones, of Sara Jessie Real Estate Services, 
pointing to the neighbouring river valley — 
North America’s largest urban trail system 
— which offers abundant space to walk or 

jog- 

“But there’s also the unique building 
architecture, Euro-inspired design, including 
bidets on many floors, and boutique-style 


development that sets us apart. Symphony 
Tower will appeal to professionals, down- 
sizers, government employees as we are 
next to the Alberta legislative grounds, and 
university/college students.” 

The unique property will host 143 suites 
and six one-of-a-kind townhouses, available 
in 25 open, airy floor plans and three de¬ 


signer interior packages at prices starting at 
$295,000. With construction set to start this 
summer, developer Rockford Management 
aims to complete the tower for possession 
in 2017. 

But buyers don’t have to wait to start 
planning for their very own downtown 
masterpiece. An upper floor launch for 


floors 18 to 27 — with a full slate of floor 
plans available — plus the much-anticipated 
townhomes, is set for March 29, from 2-7 
p.m.. The public and agents/brokers will be 
able to meet the developer and enjoy music 
and refreshments. This event will take place 
at the Symphony Tower sales gallery in the 
Richard Foote Building, 9704 106 St. 


CHOICE LOCffnON IN THE HEART OF THE CIIY 


Symphony Tower has what homebuy- 
ers want — a choice location in down¬ 
town Edmonton, adjacent to the Alberta 
legislature, with unobstructed views of the 
cityscape and river valley, and easy access 
to trails, parks and two bustling farmers’ 
markets. 

During the summer, there are mani¬ 
cured gardens, fountains and wading 
pools to enjoy right on the property, not 
to mention the front row seat homeowners 
can enjoy for Canada Day fireworks 
or spectacular downtown holiday light 
displays during the winter right in front of 
their balconies or front door. 

“This master-designed building offers 
European-inspired living with the con¬ 
venience of being in the heart of the city,” 
says realtor Sara Jones. “People are in love 
with the location, floor-to-ceiling windows 
with incredible views, and unique building 
style. Buyers can be as private or as con¬ 
nected as they want to be.” 

Environmentally conscious home- 
owners will also appreciate the “green” 
design of Symphony Tower, including 
rainwater collection for property landscap¬ 
ing, 99 per cent efficiency boilers, air-to- 
air heat exchangers and ultra low-flow 
plumbing fixtures. 

Jones points to other quality touches at 



CONTRIBUTED 


Symphony Tower, things like a polished 
communal courtyard where neighbours 
can meet, plus the six townhomes at the 
base of the tower, all with brick exter¬ 
iors that give another nod to the adjacent 
buildings and historic feel of the area. It’s 
a distinguished centrepiece for this luxury 
property. 

And speaking of the unique town- 
houses, each of the three-storey homes 
will offer abundant functional living space 


and exclusive street access. 

If it’s a downtown lifestyle buyers 
want. Symphony Tower checks all the 
boxes on that wish list. From fine din¬ 
ing, theatre, entertainment, and the new 
downtown arena in the immediate area, 
to shopping, the atmosphere of Whyte 
Avenue and easy access to public transit 
(bus and LRT), the unbeatable location 
allows for it all, even those who want that 
easy walk to all the downtown offers. 


FINE DETAILS 

The homes of Symphony Tower offer 
standard interior features that are a 
cut above the rest, from the Euro- 
inspired lobby and sound dampening 
in the units, to all the most-wanted 
features for which buyers ask. 

BK Architecture offers hand-laid 
porcelain tile floors in the kitchen, 
atrium, bathroom and laundry room, 
plank-engineered brushed oak 
hardwood floors in living areas, lush 
carpeting with seven-pound underlay 
in the bedrooms, high-profile base¬ 
boards and central air conditioning. 

The gourmet-style kitchen pro¬ 
vides soft-close cabinet drawers, 
granite countertops, a 36-inch natural 
gas stove, undermount sink, garbur- 
ator and 30-inch refrigerator with 
built-in ice dispenser, all the touches 
the at-home chef could want. 

How about a front-load washer 
and dryer and bathrooms fitted with 
dual countertop sinks, soaker tubs 
and walk-in rain showers, which are 
included with all units. 

Other building amenities include 
an owner’s lounge and entertainment 
area, professionally-outfitted fitness 
area, on-site caretaker, and three 
high-speed elevators accessing park¬ 
ing levels and all residential floors. 




























TOWNHOMES & 
PENTHOUSES 


. EUROPEAN"^ 
: INSPIRED t 

*.MASTERPIECEr 


Take A Virtual Tour At: 

S YMPHON yT OWER . CA / PLANS 
9704 - 106 Street ( 780 ) 701-0058 
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^ HOMES FROM THE LOW $300'S 
C3RAND OPENINC3 EVENT SATURDAY MARCH 22 

Join us Saturday March 22nd from 12pm to 5pm for food trucks, prizes, giveaways 


and 8 fabulous new showhomes to walk through! 

Showhomes at 82 St and 180 Ave or LiveAtVita.com 

VTA 


SABAL HOMES | HOMEXX | MORRISON HOMES 

V 1 / \ 

C RYSTA L L1N A 







CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS 


vm HAS IT ALL 
AND THEN SOME 


Living simply has never been easier than with VITA at Crys- 
tallina Nera, where homebuyers will find a modern com¬ 
munity designed to match their unique lifestyle. 

VITA is a newly opened, master-planned Walton community 
located conveniently in northeast Edmonton with easy access 
to existing amenities, including shopping, pubs and restaurants, 
as well as transportation networks, says Walton Development 
and Management marketing co-ordinator Jill Curtis. 

“VITA is well-connected to neighbouring ponds, parks 
and paths and it’s part of the Lake District in the northeast 
part of the city,” Curtis says. “There is a variety of unique 
home choices and incredible value. Some call it affordable 
luxury.” 

The homes and location are ideal for young families and 
couples ready for a single-family home and who are looking 
for something styled more modern and urban. 

“If people are looking for something a little different in 
the market, at an affordable price, choosing to make VITA 
their new community gives them proximity to established 
amenities, main roads and amenities. You don’t feel like 
you’re going out of town to get to your new home.” 

There are eight show homes, including six laned homes 
crafted by Homexx, Morrison Homes and Sabal Homes, and 
two front-garage homes crafted by Homexx. 

“One of the most unique features in VITA is the archi¬ 
tectural styles — buyers can choose from modern, prairie 
or craftsman styling, or even a blended style. The modern 
styles are attracting the attention of many buyers.” 

The grand opening of the eight new show homes in VITA 
is Saturday from noon to 5 p.m., featuring food from The 
Little Village Food Truck and Eva Sweet Waffles — for free 
— as well as a fun photo booth, a face painter and a prize 
draw to win Ikea gift cards. VITA is located on 77 Street and 
181 Avenue. 

The price for a VITA single-family home with front- 
attached garage is in the $370,000s, including lot and 
GST, and from the low $300,000s for rear-detached garage 
models. 

For more information, please visit liveatvita.com. Show 
homes are open Monday to Thursday from 2-8 p.m. and 
weekends from noon to 5 p.m. 
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Iniusion of Indian ingredients 


Rib-eye Steak with 
Toasted Coriander 
Blue Cheese. The 

combination of exotic 
spices and jazzed up 
cheese is drool worthy 


“When I ask for prime beef, 
my local butcher knows that 
it better have been diy-aged 
for at least 40 days,” writes Bal 
Ameson in her book Bal’s Spice 
Kitchen. “It is often difiicult to 
find well-aged meat, but once 
you tiy it you will know exactly 
what 1 am talking about. 

“Infused with the spices 1 
chose for this recipe, this is a 
rare treat for your guests or just 
for you. 1 have cooked this sev¬ 
eral times just for myself and 
thoroughly enjoyed it with a 


Ingredients 


Steak Masala 

• 2 tbsp (30 ml) cumin seeds 

• 1 tbsp (15 ml) fennel seeds 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) brown mustard 
seeds 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) black peppercorns 

• 1/4 cup (60 ml) fenugreek leaves 

• 1 tsp (15 ml) smoked paprika 

• 1/2 tsp (2 ml) red chili flakes 

• 1/2 tsp (2 ml) salt 

• Steak 

• 1/4 cup (60 ml) steak masala 

• four 6 oz (175 g) dry-aged 
rib-eye steak (I prefer 11/2- 
inch /4 cm thick) 

Toasted Coriander Blue 
Cheese 

, 1 tbsp (15 ml) coriander seeds 

• 1/2 cup (125 ml) blue cheese 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) smoked paprika 

Sauteed Asparagus 

• 1 tbsp (5 ml) cooking oil 

• 1 tbsp (5 ml) chopped garlic 
, 1 Lb (500 g) asparagus, hard 
ends removed 

• salt and pepper to taste 



Cookbook of the Week 


The latest release from 
Bal Arneson, Bal’s Spice 
Kitchen, has a two-fold 
premise: spice is the key 
to delicious cooking and 
making flavourful meals 
doesn’t need to be time 
consuming. 

Using traditional Indi¬ 
an recipes as her inspira¬ 
tion, Arneson shows chefs 
how to complement their 
favourite dishes with new 
spice combinations. 

With a guide to 
creating your own spice 
mixtures, recipes include: 
Mango and Cardamom 
Soup, Mixed Lentils with 
Eggplant, Tandoori Baked 
Chicken and more, metro 


nice glass of red wine.” 


1. To make steak masala: In a 
skiUet, toast the cumin seeds, 
fennel seeds, mustard seeds 
and peppercorns on medium- 
low heat rmtil the spice aromas 
fill the air, about 30 seconds. 
Turn off the heat and let the 
pan cool. Process the spices in 
a spice grinder until coarsely 
grormd, then add the fenu¬ 


greek leaves, paprika, chib 
flakes and salt, and give the 
grinder a quick spin. 

2. Preheat the grill to medium- 
high. Sprinkle the steak masala 
on the steaks. Gently place 
the steaks on the heated grill 
and cook for about 3 to 5 min¬ 
utes on each side for medium 


steaks, or to your preferred 
doneness. Let them sit for a few 
minutes before serving. 

3. To make the toasted cori¬ 
ander blue cheese: Toast the 
coriander seeds on low heat 
in a skillet for 30 seconds. Let 
them cool, then crush them 
with your hands. In a bowl. 


thoroughly combine the cori¬ 
ander seeds, blue cheese and 
paprika. 

4. To make the sauteed aspara¬ 
gus: In a saucepan, heat the 
oil on medimn-high. Add the 
garlic and cook for 30 seconds. 
Add the asparagus and salt and 
pepper and cook, stirring ffe 


quently, until the asparagus is 
tender, about 10 to 12 minutes. 

5. To plate the dish: Place the 
asparagus on a plate. Slice the 
cooked steaks and crumble 
Toasted Coriander Blue Cheese 
on top. 

REQPES EXCERPTED FROM BAL’S SPICE 
KITCHEN (WHITECAP, 2014) 


Side. My Mother’s Okra 
with Santded Tomatoes 


1. For the okra: Make an inci¬ 
sion down the middle of each 
okra from one end to the other. 
Thoroughly mix the spices and 
salt in a bowl. Place a pinch of 


spice mixture in each okra. 

2. Heat the oil in a large skil¬ 
let on medium heat. Gently 
place the okra in the skiUet and 


Ingredients 


Okra 

, 1 Lb (500 g) okra, washed, hard 
ends removed 

• 2 tbsp (30 ml) ground cori¬ 
ander 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) ground turmeric 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) smoked paprika 
, itsp (5 ml) salt 


• 2 tbsp (30 ml) grapeseed oil 

Sauteed Tomatoes 

• 2 tbsp (30 ml) grapeseed oil 

• 1 tsp (5 ml) cumin seeds 

• two 19 oz (540 ml) cans chopped 
tomatoes (about 4 cups/i L) 

• salt and pepper to taste 



cook, stirring frequently, imtil 
they are golden brown and soft, 
about 6 to 8 minutes. Set aside. 

3. Heat the oil in a large skil¬ 
let on medium heat. Add the 
aimin seeds and cook for 10 
seconds. Add the tomatoes, salt 


and pepper and turn down the 
heat to low. Cook imtil the to¬ 
matoes are softened, about 8 to 
10 minutes. 

4. Reheat the okra if neces¬ 
sary. Serve the okra and to¬ 
matoes with rice or rotis. 


For your phone 


Yummly(iPad, 
iPhone; free) 

This cuisine search engine 
will help you sift through 
online recipes by nutrition, 
season, diet, and cooking 




life@metronews.ca 

time. 

It notes the ones you keep 
and makes personal recom¬ 
mendations in response. 
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Canadian skip Rachel Homan heads down the sheet during a 10-3 win over Korea at the Ford World Women's Curling Championship in Saint John, N.E 
on Wednesday. Homan also defeated Germany 7-5. Andrew vaughan/the Canadian press 


Homan enjoying the 
view from the top 


Curling. Ottawa 
rink wins two more 
matches to enter the 
final day of round- 
robin atop standings 


The skip’s voice rasped and 
there was fatigue in her face. 

Rachel Homan and her Ot¬ 
tawa Curhng Club team were 
ready to put their feet up for 
an evening and a morning at 
the Ford World Women’s Curl¬ 


ing Championship after three 
straight wins, one of them a 
white-knuckler. 

“Oh my god, so ready. 1 can’t 
wait to not curl for 24 hours,” 
Homan said Wednesday. “1 feel 
hke it’s midnight, so it will be 
nice to get a break.” 

The Canadians arrived at a 
break in the schedule atop the 
standings at 8-1. Switzerland 
drew even with them after 
Wednesday evening’s draw in 
which Binia Feltscher defeated 
Sweden’s Margaretha Sig- 
ffidsson 5-3. 

The Canadians reverted to 


their custom of both taking 
the lead and finishing a game 
early in a 10-3 win over South 
Korea’s Ji-sun Kim, who shook 
hands after eight ends. 

But Canada went the dis¬ 
tance in the morning draw. 
They stole three points over 
the final two ends to rescue a 
7-5 win over Germany’s Imo¬ 
gen Oona Lehmann. 

That was the first time 
Homan threw her final stone 
at the world championship and 
just the second time Canada 
played a 10th end in Saint John. 

They’d beaten Scotland the 


previous evening and were 
back on the Harbour Station 
ice in the morning. 

“It was a long haul, three 
games in a row on not much 
sleep and a big grind this 
morning against Germany,” 
Homan said. 

Homan, third Emma Mis- 
kew, second Alison Kreviazuk 
and lead Lisa Weagle headed to 
dinner with family members 
feeling confident about their 
position. Canada concludes the 
round-robin Thursday against 
China and Sweden. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


MLB spring training 


Blue Jays pound 
Phillies despite 
Happ’swoes 

JA. Happ offered more 
questions than answers 
Wednesday in another 
rocky outing for the To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays. 

The six-foot-five left¬ 
hander lasted just 2 2/3 
innings in an 11-6 Grape¬ 
fruit League win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 

Also on Wednesday, 
the Jays sent starter Ricky 
Romero and fellow pitcher 
Marcus Stroman to the 
minors, the Canadian press 


MMA 


Humphries slides 
into UFC Octagon 

Olympian Kailfie Hum¬ 
phries is moving from 
the bobsled track to the 
Octagon. 

The 28-year-old Calgary 
native, who piloted Canada 
to gold at the Sochi Games 
in two-woman bobsled, 
tweeted Tuesday that she 
will be at The Ultimate 
Fighter Nations Finale card 
on April 16 in Quebec City. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


NHL 


Blackhawk Kane 
down and out 

Blackhawks star Patrick 
Kane is expected to miss 
about three weeks with a 
lower-body injuiy sustained 
during a 4-0 win over the St. 
Louis Blues on Wednesday 
night. Kane collided with 
St. Louis’s Brenden Morrow 
in the second period and 
favoured his left leg as he 
headed to the dressing 
room imder his own power. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Jets regain altitude at expense of Avs 



The Jets' Evander Kane has a wraparound attempt stopped by Avalanche 
goaltender Reto Berra and defender Cory Sarich in Winnipeg on Wednesday. 

JOHN WOODS/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Blake Wheeler fired through 
a crowd in overtime to give 
the Winnipeg Jets a much- 
needed 5-4 win over the Col¬ 
orado Avalanche on Wed¬ 
nesday night. 

It was the fourth time out 
of the five games they’ve 
played this season and 
couldn’t settle it in regula¬ 
tion time. 

Winnipeg is desperate¬ 
ly trying to gain enough 
ground to claim a wild-card 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 

But the Avalanche were 


also playing to hold second 
spot in the Central Division, 
as the Chicago Blackhawks 
moved past them with a 4-0 
win over the St. Louis Blues. 

Ryan O’Reilly, Gabriel 
Landeskog, Nick Holden 
and Cody Mcleod scored for 
Colorado (44-20-6), which 
was coming off a 6-3 loss in 
Montreal. 

Andrew Ladd struck 
twice for the injury-deplet¬ 
ed Jets (32-30-9). Eric Tan- 
gradi and Evander Kane also 
scored. 

The two teams went into 


the third period tied 3-3. 
Ladd’s second came on a 
power play at 4:58 when he 
was near the inside edge of 
the faceoff circle and caught 
Wheeler’s pass from the 
boards. 

But Mcleod scored his 
third goal of the season 
on Montoya when he got a 
little 1-on-l time to tie it up 
again at 10:23. 

Wheeler ended it at 1:42 
of overtime with a shot 
from near the boards that 
slashed through traffic. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Raptors keep Pelicans from 
spreading their wings 

Pelicans guard Eric Gordon drives to the basket against the Raptors' 

Nando de Colo in New Orleans on Wednesday. The Raptors won 107-100. 
Toronto's DeMar DeRozan scored a game-high 31 points, while Kyle Lowry 
chipped in with 23. Jonas Valanciunas was absent from the Raptors' 
lineup with a sprained lower back. Jonathan bachman/the associated press 


Canadians playii^ 
key roles in Haicn 
Madness craze 


NCAA basketball. 

Canucks from coast to 
coast in tournament 
speak to improved 
product north of border 


The sheer numbers are im¬ 
pressive and will make Can¬ 
adian basketball fans sit up 
and take notice of the con¬ 
tinued emergence of the 
game in the country. 

But it is more than the two 
dozen-plus Canadians who’ll 
contest NCAA March Mad¬ 
ness starting this week. 

To Rowan Barrett, the as¬ 
sistant general manager of 
Canada’s senior men’s team 
and one of the iconic athletes 
this countiy has produced, 
the numbers only tell part of 
the stoiy. 

When fans start tuning in 
Thursday, the phenomenon 
is not the quantity but rather 
the quality. 

“These are players in 
prominent roles,” Barrett 
said in a telephone interview 
from Los Angeles on Wed¬ 
nesday afternoon. “They are 
conference MVPs, conference 
freshmen of the year. It’s 
not just that they are in the 



Michigan's Nik Stauskas, of 
Mississauga, was named the Big 
Ten conference's player of the year. 

ADAM HUNGER/GETTY IMAGES 


tournament, they have major 
roles and are drivers of their 
teams.” 

The top players eveiyone 
knows — NBA prospects like 
Andrew Wiggins, the Big 12 
freshman of the year at Kan¬ 
sas; Tyler Ennis of Syracuse, 
a mid-season finalist for the 
Wooden Award that goes to 
the top NCAA player, and Nik 
Stauskas of Michigan, one of 
the best shooters in U.S. col¬ 


lege basketball. 

But there are others, like 
Big 12 player of the year and 
scholar-athlete of the year 
Melvin Ejim of Iowa State and 
Dwight Powell of Stanford, 
another mid-season Wooden 
finalist. 

The contributions of the 
27 Canadians in the tour¬ 
nament should turn some 
heads. 

For Barrett, the depth 
of talent speaks to the im¬ 
proved caliber of play across 
the countiy. Traditionally the 
overwhelming majority of 
top Canadian prospects came 
from Toronto and southern 
Ontario, but that is not the 
case any longer. 

Khem Birch, second in the 
NCAA in blocked shots, is 
from Montreal while Jordan 
Bachynski, the NCAA leader 
in blocks is from Calgary; 
the talent can be found from 
coast to coast. 

“1 think it shows the next 
generation that background 
doesn’t matter,” said Barrett. 
“They see these players from 
all over, it’s exciting for Can¬ 
ada and Canadian basketball. 

“They don’t go down there 
to just play. They go down 
there and player their way 
into important, major roles.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


The prez says... 


Obama sides with 
Michigan State 

President Barack Obama 
is picking Michigan State 
to win the NCAA men’s 
basketball championship 
over defending champion 
Louisville. In what has 
become an aimual March 
Madness tradition at the 
White House, Obama filled 
out a bracket in a segment 
broadcast on ESPN Wednes¬ 
day. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Syracuse 


Orange aim to 
wipe out blues 

C.J. Fair was a loser on Sen¬ 
ior Day in the Carrier Dome 
and in the only Atlantic 
Coast Conference tourna¬ 
ment game he’ll ever 
play. Enough already for 
Syracuse’s smooth-shooting 
swingman. 

Fair and the Orange 
(27-5), the third seed in the 
South, have a chance to set 
things straight again when 
they face No. 14 Western 
Michigan (22-9) in the 
second round of the NCAA 
tournament on Thursday. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Slam dunking funds 


$1.2B 

The amount the outplacement firm 
of Challenger, Gray & Christmas esti¬ 
mates is wasted by U.S. employers for 
every hour their employees obsess 
over the March Madness tournament. 


As always, let’s look to positive signs for next year 


THE HOCKEY 
NEWS 

Ryan Kennedy 
edmonton® metronews.ca 


If there’s any silver hning to 
another lost season, it’s the 
fact the Oilers can tiy some 
things out as the 2013-14 cam¬ 
paign nears a merciful end. 

For example, in the Januaiy 
game before two-way forward 
Anton Lander was sent down 
to the minors, his linemates 
were Luke Gazdic and Jesse 
Joensuu; big dudes not known 
for their offence. Lander 
played sparingly and was 
exiled to Oklahoma City for 
a month and a half But upon 
his return last week versus 
Detroit, the young Swede was 
given more of a chance to 
shine by playing with Taylor 
HaU and David Perron, two of 
the top players on the squad. 


In the big win over Nashville, 
he saddled up with Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Jordan 
Eberle. Lander’s ice time has 
gone up dramatically and his 
impact is much more notice¬ 
able. Might he finally earn 
a place in the top six, as the 
defensive conscience on a line? 
It’s a possibihty, but he needs 
the reps to prove himself 
Back on the blue-hne, 
towering Slovakian youngster 
Martin Marincin is also begin¬ 
ning to establish himself as a 
regular, though he has done so 
on a longer timeline. Marincin 
started the season off in OKC 
and came up to Edmonton 
in early December, logging 
more than 20 minutes of ice 
time just once in his first 10 
appearances (his 10th outing, 
at that) and getting scratched 
twice. In his past 20 games, 
the six-foot-five blue-hner has 
echpsed that mark nine times. 


While Marincin is suited for 
an offensively inclined role 
thanks to his puck-moving 
abilities, the numbers haven’t 
come just yet at the NHL level, 
but that’s OK — getting used 
to the big leagues is what this 
time should be for. Marincin 
had never played in the NHL 
before this season and with 
the stakes lower now, he can 
find a groove and make mis¬ 
takes without worrying about 
throwing the team’s season 
into jeopardy. 

With the Oilers expected to 
step it up a notch next season 
(is this a broken record?), 
they’ll want Marincin to have 
a bigger impact, particularly 
since the blue-hne is thin and 
free agency traditionally has 
not favoured the Edmonton 
area. Getting him and Lander 
comfortable now will pay divi¬ 
dends down the hne, wringing 
some value out of this season. 
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T Aries 

March 21-April 20 

The Sun moves into your sign 
today, so there can be no more 
excuses. You know what you 
want, you know how to get it 
and you know that if you make 
a genuine effort nothing can 

^ Libra 

Sept. 24 -Oct. 23 

There is no point trying to 
keep plans to yourself because 
loved ones and co-workers will 
find out about them. You have 
nothing to hide, so let them 
know what you are up to. 

stop you. The world is yours. 

Til Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

It is one thing to be a hard 
worker but another to waste 
time and energy on tasks that 
mean nothing to you. Your 
aim today must be to dedde 
what is important to you and 
what should be trashed. 

¥ Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

Cosmic activity in the most 
sensitive area of your chart 
means you may tend to fear 
the worst over the next few 
days, but that is quite natural. 
How good or how bad you 
feel is really up to you alone. 

^ Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

The Sun’s move into your 
fellow Fire sign of Aries 
endows you with the kind of 
self-belief that moves 
mountains. There is a world 
out there waiting to be 
impressed by your brilliance. 

n Gemini 

May 22-June 21 

There are so many positive 
influences for friendship at the 
moment that you would be a 
fool not to take advantage. If 
you need assistance in any 
way just open your mouth. 

15 Capricorn 

Dec. 22-Jan. 20 

You don’t need to explain why 
you are doing certain things. 

Others will respect you more if 
you are confident about 
following your dreams. Don’t 
complain. Don’t explain. Don’t 
apologize. Just act. 

0 Cancer 

June 22-July 23 

If you want to move up in the 
world, it’s time to get yourself 
noticed. It does not matter 
how much talent you have, 
what truly matters is that you 
have a clear goal in mind and 
that you go after it. 


P Leo 

July 24 -Aug. 23 

Nothing matters more than 
the truth and if you keep that 
in mind over the next few 
days, you won’t go far wrong. 
The truth may at times be 
uncomfortable but that is not 

^ Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

The Sun moves in your favour 
today, making it easy to get 
your own way. Does that fill 
your head with ideas? It 
should, and each one of those 
ideas is entirely legitimate. 

an excuse to ignore it. 

K Pisces 

TIP Virgo 

Aug. 24 -Sept. 23 

The Sun’s change of signs 
means you need to change 
too. It also means you need to 
get rid of ideas you are 
comfortable with but which in 
are holding you back. 

Feb. 20-March 20 

There is not much point trying 
to appeal to someone’s 
common sense when they are 
hell bent on following a course 
of action that is irrational. Let 
them get on with it and make 
sure you keep a safe distance 
between you. sallybrompton 


Crossword: Canada Across and Down 


Across 

1. Some citrus fruits 
6. Food grain 
9.2250 the old way 
14. Spring, in Sher¬ 
brooke 

16. Family band from 
Lakefield, ON 

17. Yukon's official 

tree,_Fir 

18. Hell's master 

19. 'Speed' suffix 

20. Strauss' Tausend 

und_Nacht 

21. Positioned hori¬ 
zontally 

22. Nero's 551 

23. Mid-coast of BC 
community, ‘Home 
of the Rain People': 

2 wds. 

27. Gas station 

29. Pot 

30. Belief system 
32. Ms. Thurman 
35- During 

36. Hide_hair 

37. Corb Lund and the 

42._^-locka, Florida 

43- Increases 

44- Picture 

45. Puny paranormal 
power 

46. Jersey's call 

47. Hie,_hoc 

51. Nova Scotia town 

57. Sight: French 

58. Ancient colonnade 
59- Decorative case 

60. "Michael Collins" 
(1996) org. 

61. Maison's entrance 
63. Distinctions 
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65. "Our Father which 
_heaven..." 

66. Craigellachie, BC: 
Where the Canadian 
Pacific Railway's 

ceremonial_was 

driven into the track 
in 1885 

67. Do more lawn 
work 
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68. Tropical cuckoo 

69. Set of three 

Down 

1. Advantage 

2. Porridges 

3. Ex_(Book label) 

4. Once_lifetime 

5. ‘The Great' canon¬ 
ized pope,_._ 


6. GNR's "Sweet Child 

7. Sleep_ 

8. Blood-sucker, when 
doubled 

9. Real estate data¬ 
base, commonly 

10. AC/DC's "You 

Shook_Night 

Long" 


today’s answers at metronews.ca/answers. 

BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 
order 

26. Outkast member, 
_3000 
28. Away 

31."_. Doubtfire" 

(1993) 

33- Florida locale 
34. Sometimes, Off 


35- Montreal football 
players, to fans 
37- Horticulturist's 
helper 

38. American ship¬ 

ping company that 
has franchises in 
Canada, The_ 

39. Camaraderies 

40. What Snoopy is, 

41. Word with Beatles 
...how it's commonly 
mis-typed 

48. "Addicted to You" 
Swedish DJ/producer 

49. "I get it now!" 

50. Discontinued 

52. Mathematical 
proportion 

53. Macho guy 

54- “_(Posh 

"Here's me!") 

55- Theatre great, 

Alfred_ 

56. "Villain, thou_..." 

-Shakespeare 
58. Box 

62. Stop 

63. Old music high 
note 

64. American airer 
since ‘71 


40 SO 


157 




11. Type of salad 
dressing 

12. "Beat This Heart" 

by Tim_feat. Serena 

Ryder 

13. Actress, Jamie-_ 

Sigler 

15. Grand 

24. Unfeeling 

25. Restaurant side 


Yesterday’s Crossword 



How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math 
involved. 


Yesterday’s Sudoku 


MAX: -3° 
MIN:-3° 


MAX: -11° 
MIN:-15° 



MICHELE MCDOUGALL 
WEATHER SPECIALIST 

“My favourite part is reporting the weather. It 
fascinates me, and as we know around here, 
it's always changing, keeping forecasters on 
their toes WEEKDAYS 5:30 AM 
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HEALTHCARE • BUSINESS • TECHNOLOGY • LEGAL • ACCOUNTING 

WE CHANGE LIVES! 

Success is closer than you think. 



Academy 

ofleARNING^ 

CAREER COLLEGE 


www.academyoflearning.ab.ca 


BE JOB READY 
IN 6 TO 12 MONTHS 

Financial Assistance available to qualified applicants. 

CENTRAL (780)424-1144 0^0 
SOUTH (780) 433-7284 
WEST (780) 496-9428 










































































































































































WE ARE TAKING ADVANTABi OF VOLKSmENPROBRAMS 
50 WE CAN TAKE CARE OF YOU OUR LOYAL CUSTOMER 


^ ONLY AT SOUTHGATE VW 
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Spring Demo Sales Event, 




Ask us about Prepaid Maintenance. 

Mercedes-Benz.ca/PPM 


Save $7,000.00 on select 2014 Demos 

B250, CLA250, C-Class, E-Class GLK, and ML Models 



Mercedes-Benz 


The David Morris Difference: 

Over 70 cars and SUV’s on Sale to choose from. 


David Morris Fine Cars, 17407-111 Avenue, 
780-484-9000, davidmorrisfinecars.com 


Mercedes-Benz STAR DEALER 


A MVIC 


© 2014 B250/C350 4MATIC sedan shown above. Total price for above noted models $26,611.00/$30,011/$36,661/$54,911/$39611/$56,011, includes freight/pdi, admin fee, security etch, AC recovery, tire levy and AMVIV fee also includes $7,000.00 discount. Prices may vary depending on model 
and equipment levels. Some Demos have mileage which may vary. Insurance, licence and registration costs are extra, this offer cannot be combined with any other offers and is valid while supply lasts, based on a first come first serve basis. See a David Morris Fine Cars Ltd. sales consultant for detailr 








